


















ORDINANCES AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
Passed by the City Councils,
Reports of the Several Departments,
For 1897.
KEENE:




ORGANIZATION OF CITY GOVERNMENT.
Tuesday, January 5, 1897.
The members elect of the city government for the munici-
pal year of 1897, having met for organization agreeably to
the provisions of the cit}^ charter, the oath of office by law
prescribed was administered to the mayor-elect, Francis
A. Perry, by Hon. George W. McDufifee, who then intro-
duced him to the aldermen and councilmen present. After
roll call by the cit^^ clerk, His Honor, Mayor Perry, admin-
istered the oath of office to the following members elect of
the boards of aldermen and council, to wit
:
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
Ward 1.— Herschel J. Fowler.
Ward 2.— Flavel Beal.
Ward 3.— George H. Eames.
Ward 4.— Walter R. Porter.
Ward 5.— Leston E. Mason.
BOARD OF COMMON COUNCIL.
Ward 1.— George F. Little.
Warren W. Bissell.
Milan H. Johnson.
Ward 2.— Charles W. Pierce.
Louis A. Nims.
Austin A. Ellis.
Ward 3.— George A. Sherman.
Osgood W. Upham.
Robert Cuthbert.
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Ward 4.— Edward A. Kingsbury.
Robert T. Kingsbury.
Fred E. Barrett.
Ward 5.— Cornelius E. Sullivan.
W^ILSON J. NiMS.
Ezra P. Hardy.
Prayer was offered by Rev. Charles B. Elder, after which
the mayor delivered his inaugural address.
After the prayer and inaugural address, Jerry P. Well-
man was elected city clerk, and Joseph F. Emmons, city
messenger, and the citj- councils then adjourned until 7.30
o'clock.
At 7.30 p. m., the common council organized b^^ the
choice of Milan H. Johnson, as president, and Herbert O.
Wardwell, clerk.
THE MAYOR^S ADDRESS.
Gentlemen of the City Councils:
In accordance with the provisions of the City Charter,
section five, we meet in convention this morning, for the
purpose of taking the oaths and assuming the duties of
the offices to which we were elected December 8th, last.
The general statutes direct that the mayor shall from
time to time communicate to the city councils such infor-
mation, and recommend such measures as the interests of
the city shall in his judgment require.
At the outset, I realize that to fill the position to which
I have been elected, and which has been so ably occupied
by my predecessor, is no light task to undertake. But
relying on you for sympathy and support, I shall do my
best to merit the approval of yourselves and the people
whose servants v^e are.
We are fortunate in having in the councils some gentle-
men whose previous experience in city matters qualifies
them to render much assistance. Others of you, who come
here for the first time, bring with you the knowledge
gained in successful business pursuits, which has no doubt
fitted you for what will come before us here.
We have reason for congratulation, that the growth of
the material resources of Keene has continued, notwith-
standing the depression of the times, which we have been
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passing through, and I am pleased to note that the
advantages of this, as a business and manufacturing city,
are being recognized. Our city has many advantages to
offer that cannot be surpassed, if equaled, when taken
together as a whole, by any city of its size in New Eng-
land. We should pursue a liberal policy towards new
enterprises and industries seeking locations in our midst.
Such a course, I feel assured, will meet the approval of
our citizens. We all have a common interest in Keene's
success. Let us conduct its affairs, the coming year, in as
economical a manner as its best interests seem to demand,
allowing no department to deteriorate for want of appro-
priations for its proper maintenance fully up to the best
condition of efficiency. Let us acquaint ourselves, so far
as possible, with the receipts, expenditures and standing
of the several departments, that we may act understand-
ingly, and manage judiciously, its affairs, in all of w^hich
we, as officers of the city, occupy positions of trust.
Before entering upon our duties, it will be well for us
to understand the principal -work accomplished the past
year, the present state of affairs and the demands that are
likely to be made upon us in the future. I will therefore,
lay before you the condition of our finances and of the
more important departments, together with such recom-
mendations as seem to be proper.
FINANCE.
The financial condition of the city, as audited by the
finance committee, Dec. 1, 1896, and as reported by the
treasurer at the same time, w^ill be found fully stated in
the printed reports. I will, however, call your attention
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to the indebtedness of the city as taken from the report,
which is $307,100. This indebtedness consists of
Old water bonds, $35,100 00
Railroad gratuity bonds, 115,000 00
Sewerage bonds, 70,000 00
Water bonds of 1887, 37,000 00
Water bonds of 1891, 45,000 00
Total bonded indebtedness, $302,100 00
Note on demand, 5,000 00
Total indebtedness, $307,100 00
This debt falls due in various amounts from the year
1897 to the year 1917, inclusive. For details I refer you
to the report.
Fifteen thousand dollars of the railroad gratuity bonds
come due July 1, 1897. For their payment I recommend
that the money be raised b3^ taxation the present year.
The note for five thousand dollars borrowed money we
can consider later.
The treasurer's report shows
Receipts, $161,143 71
Payments, city orders, $136,131 46
Payments, coupons, 4,397 00
Balance, 20,615 25
$161,143 71
The city solicitor reports one suit pending, N. G. Gurn-
sej^ against the city of Keene for land damage.
The city's assets Dec. 1, 1896, were as follows:
Due from tax collector, 1894, $144 72.
Due from tax collector, 1895, 1,732 47
Due from tax collector, 1896, 22,945 64
Street sprinkling tax, 1896, 250 45
The above are subject to abatements.
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Water loan sinking fund
:
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank, $13,772 35
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution, 26,610 08
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank, 4,998 93
Balance in treasurer's hands, 20,615 25
Amounting to $91,069 89
Property belonging to the city reported, $285,431 47
Total assets, $376,501 36
The adoption of the measure for 1896 of allowing two
per cent, discount on all taxes assessed, which were paid
on or before July 15, worked to the cit\''s advantage. I
recommend that the same be adopted for the year 1897.
The committee on finance for the past year, recom-
mended that we raise $40,000 to be used for general
expenses the coming year. This amount, together with
the income from other sources, was thought to be sufficient.
It is $2,000 less than the amount raised last year.
The income from the state on account of the savings
bank tax is liable to be less than for the past year, and I
learn from a reliable source that the county tax will be
more than for 1896.
On the other hand, the committee made no provision
for macadam in their estimate, and I am not informed of
any one large outlay necessary to be made this year.
I lay this matter of appropriations before you at this
time, that you may give it the attention that its impor-
tance demands, before the time arrives for you to vote
"upon it, which must be done the present month.
WATER WORKS AND SEWERS.
The water and sewer commissioners report the follow-
ing in regard to the water works
:
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Gross earnings, $19,808 65
Maintenance, 2,338 74
Net earnings, $17,469 91
It is their judgment that the poHcj' of metering all
manufacturing plants and other large users of water
should be adhered to.
For report of analysis of water from Echo Lake reser-
voir and suggestions of commissioners, I refer you to
their report.
Superintendent Babbidge reports the system to be in
good condition, with no serious breaks during the year.
The octagon reservoir has been abandoned and the v^ater
is now carried direct into the standpipe.
Service pipes
:
Whole number Dec. 1, 1896, 1,582.
Total cost reconstruction to Dec. 1, 1896, $81,258 70
Total cost of extensions to Dec. 1, 1896, 226,787 52
Length of main and distribution pipes in use Dec. 1,
1896:
Wrought iron, 17,458 feet.
Cast iron, 151,462 feet.
Cement, 8,831 feet.
Total, 177,751 feet or 33 miles and 3,511 feet.
For suggestions of the superintendent I refer you to
the report.
STREET LIGHTS.
The city streets are lighted with fifty-one electric arc
lights and forty gas lights. For streets that are not
reached by either of the t-wo systems, fifty-one gasoline
lamps furnish light. The electric lights are run until mid-
night. The city has a contract with the Keene Gas Light
Co., for furnishing electric lights until the year 1900. The
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gas and gasoline contracts can be terminated b^' either
party by giving one month's notice. Our streets are ver}^
well lighted.
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Chief Engineer Wellman's report shows the department
to be in excellent condition. During the year the depart-
ment responded to seventeen alarms, nine of which were
for chimneys burning out or slight fires. The Keene
Furniture Co.'s fire was the largest \ve have had for
several years. There was insurance collected on their loss,
$37,848.50. Other losses amounted to $2,923. Total
loss, $40,771.50.
The chief reports that new hose is needed. I suggest
that you give this your early attention. For other needs
of the department I refer you to the detailed report.
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
The department requiring the most money to prosecute
it, and the one which receives the most criticism from the
public, is that which comes under the supervision of the
superintendent of streets. Quite large sums of money
have recently been expended on the principal streets. They
are in good condition. By the superintendent's report it
will be seen that for the past year attention has been
given to side streets, which it may be well to continue for
the coming year. Bridges are reported to be in good
condition generally.
The street sprinkling has been done the past year upon
the same plan that was adopted for 1895, which Avas by
a tax of $2.50 being assessed against each estate on the
streets that were sprinkled. Most of the tax has been
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dollected. The sprinkling appears to have been done in a
satisfactory manner.
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
During the past year more room has been provided by
adding the east half of the store formerly occupied by Mr.
Keith. This increase affords ample accommodation for
bookcases and floor space, also for passages to a well
lighted reading room which the change has provided. By
the report it appears that the library contains 9,683
books, 359 of which have been added during the year.
The whole number of books let out during the twelve
months was 31,000 (thirty-one thousand) which is nearly
2000 more than for any previous year.
POLICE.
The active police force of the city consists of a city
marshal and two night watchmen. The special force con-
sists of forty-two men. Attention is called to City Marshal
Philbrick's report.
ELLIOT 'city hospital.
The Elliot City Hospital on July 17, 1896, passed out
of the control of the city into the hands of twenty-four
associates, who formed a corporation called the Elliot City
Hospital. The following officers were elected to control
and manage the same: President, William H. Elliot;
trustees, William H. Elliot, Herbert B. Viall, Charles
Wright, 2d, Bertram Ellis, George W. McDuffee; secretary,
Charles C. Buffum; treasurer, Walter R. Porter.
THE BOARD OF HEALTH.
The board of health report but one death from con-
tagious disease within the city for the last year.
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Forty-seven complaints have been made to the board,
of which forty-six have been investigated and disposed of.
This is nineteen cases less than for the previous year. The
board is doing a good and much needed work and should
receive the hearty support of the community.
THE POOR.
By the report of the overseer of the poor it appears
that the calls upon the city for aid for the past year were
about the same as for the previous year. The depression
in business and consequent lack of employment may
account for a portion of the calls. Close discrimination
is necessary on the part of the overseer of the poor that
he may learn the facts when assistance is asked, so that
justice may be done to all.
CONCLUSION.
I have briefly called your attention only to such matters
and departments as seemed to be most important at this
time. Others equally deserving • were not referred to for
the reason that I had no suggestions or recommendations
to inake.
Let us enter upon our work with a view to the needs
of the city, admitting at the beginning the changed condi-
tion of the times, and after due consideration make such
appropriations as seem reasonable, and in their expendi-
ture let us keep within our means.
It will be my duty and my pleasure to aid you in your
deliberations.
I earnestly and confidently hope to receive the coopera-
tion of all the members of the city councils, that through







City Clerk, J. P. Wellmaii.
ALDERMEN.
Ward 1.— Herschel J. Fowler.
Ward 2.— Flavel Beal.
Ward 3.— George H. Eames.
Ward 4.— Walter R. Porter.
Ward 5.— Leston E. Mason.
COUNCILMEN.
Ward 1.— George F. Little.
Warren W. Bissell.
Milan H. Johnson, President.
Ward 2.— Charles W. Pierce.
Louis A. Nims.
Austin A. Ellis.
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Ward 3.— George A. Sherman.
Osgood W. Upham.
Robert Cuthbert.
Ward 4.— Edward A. Kingsbury.
\ Robert T. Kingsbur\^
Fred E. Barrett.
Ward 5.— Cornelius E. Sullivan.
Wilson J. Nims.
Ezra P. Hardy.
Herbert O. Wardwell, Clerk.
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Finance.— The Mayor, Alderman Porter, Councilmen
Barrett and Upham.
Schools.— Alderman Fowler, Councilmen Sherman and
Cuthbert.
Lands and Buildings.— Alderman Beal, Councilmen R.
T. Kingsbury and Pierce.
Bridges.— Alderman Fames, Councilmen Little and W.
J. Nims.
Streets and Drains.— Alderman Fowler, Councilmen E.
A. Kingsbury and Ellis.
Burying Grounds.— Alderman Beal, Councilmen L. A.
Nims and Hardy.
Fire Department.— Alderman Mason, Councilmen Sulli-
van and Barrett.
Lamps and Lamp Posts.— Alderman Beal, Councilmen
Pierce and Bissell.
Water Works and Sewers.— Alderman Fames, Council-
men Upham and R. T. Kingsbur^^
Printing.— Alderman Mason, Councilmen Bissell and
Sherman.
Engrossed Bills.— Alderman Fames, Coimcilmen Ellis
and L. A. Nims.
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Public ParA'S.— Alderman Fowler, Councilmen Hardy
and Sullivan.
Public L/^rarr.— Alderman Porter, Councilmen W. J.
Nims and E. A. Kingsbury.
STANDING COMMITTEES.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
Bills on Second Reading.— PAdermG^n Porter, Beal and
Mason.
Licenses.— Aldermen Mason, Porter and Fowler.
Simmons Fund.— Aldermen Eames, Beal and Porter.
Po/ice.— Aldermen Fowler, Mason and Eames.
COMMON COUNCIL.
Bills on Second Reading.— QonnQxhnen Sullivan, Little
and Sherman.
Elections and Petur/js.— Councilmen Cuthbert, Pierce
and E. A. Kingsbury.
City Hall.— The Mayor, Councilmen R. T. Kingsbury

















William H. Philbrick. Joseph F. Emmons.








* Reelected Mav 14, 1897.
t ResiKiied April 19, 1S97.








SUPERINTENDENT OF WATER WORKS AND SEWERS.
Paul F. Babbidge.
WATER COMMISSIONERS.






Reelected May 20, 1897.
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ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN.
FlossV M. Russell.
TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Charles H. Hersey. Miss Kate L. Tilden.
Wm. P. Chamberlain. Mrs. Maria R. Osborne.
Frank G. Dort. Miss Mary B. Dinsmoor.
HEALTH COMMISSIONERS.
Don H. Woodward. Herbert K. Faulkner.
George W. Flagg.
ASSESSORS.
Daniel A. Brown. Frank H. Whitcomb.
Daniel R. Cole.
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Jerry P. Wellman.
CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT.
John Q. Jones.
ASSISTANT ENGINEERS.
Oscar H. Fay. Frank M. Davis.
Fred W. Townc.
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Ward 1.—James S. Taft.
Ward 2.— Warren B. Fitch.
Ward 3.— William P. Carleton.
Ward 4.— Fred E. Howe.
Ward 5.— Fred A. Barker.
CLERKS.
Ward 1.— Ainsworth M. Nims.
Ward 2.— Albert W. Spaulding.
Ward 3.— Ira D. Gates.
Ward 4.— Louis G. Litchfield.*
Daniel M. Spaulding.
•





Ward 2.— William H. Hill.
Joseph P. Whitcomb.
Truman A. Smith.
Ward 3.— George F. Stone.
Winslow F. Harris.
Hiram F. Newell.






* Removed froru ward.
t Elected Sept. 16, 1897.
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SUPERVISORS.
Ward 1.—John P. Flanagan.
Ward 2.— Henry W. Nims.
Ward 3.— Loren W. Adams.
Ward 4.—Joseph F. Emmons.
Ward 5.— Patrick J. O'Connor.*
Garrett J. Landers.
t
* Died June 9, 1897.
t Appointed June 18, 1897.
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ORDINANCES AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
Passed by the City Councils in 1897.
CITY OF KEENE.
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
AND NINETY-SIX.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the purchase of swing
harnesses and hangers.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the sum of two hundred eighty-eight and fifty
one-hundredths dollars be and hereby is appropriated out
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,
for the purchase of the swing harnesses and hangers of
the Deluge Hose Co. and Steamer Co., and the joint
standing committee on fire department are authorized to
approve said bills.
Passed December 17, 1896.
CITY OF KEENE.
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
AND NINETY-SEVEN.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to regular meetings.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
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That the city councils meet on the first and third Thurs-
days of each month at 7.30 o'clock p. m., for general
business.
Passed January 5, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to pay of a clerk for the
board of health.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the board of health be authorized to hire a clerk
for said board, at an expense not to exceed the sum of
twenty-five dollars, for the year 1897, and that the bill
for the same, after being approved by a majority of said
board, be paid at the expiration of the year, from the
amount appropriated for ordinary city expenses.
Passed January 21, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to annual appropriations.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That in accordance with the recommendations of the
committee on finance, the following sums be and hereby
are appropriated
:
Ordinary city charges, $7,000 00
City paupers, 3,000 00
Dependent soldiers, 100 00
Repairing highways and bridges, 10,000 00
Fire department, 4,000 00
Police, 2,800 00
Electric lights, 4,600 00
Gas, gasoline and incandCvScent lights, 2,000 00
Public library, 500 00
Support of public library, 700 00
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Memorial services, $175 00
Interest on railroad gratuit^^ bonds, 4,300 00
Interest on sewerage bonds, 2,800 00
Interest on water bonds, loan of 1887, 1,295 00
Interest on water bonds, loan of 1891, 1,800 00
Payment on railroad gratuity bonds, 15,000 00
New sewers, 500 00
Public parks, 200 00
H. O. Coolidge annuity, 800 00
School books and supplies, 1.500 00
Elliot city hospital, 1,500 00
$64,570 00
And that the sum of forty thousand (40,000) dollars
be raised by taxation, and the balance be paid from any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Passed January 21, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to borrowing money.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the joint standing committee on finance be and
herebj^ are authorized and empowered to borrow a sum of
money not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars until
July 1, 1897, giving notes of the city for the same at as
low" a rate of interest as possible.
Passed April 1, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the purchase of snow
plow^s.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the joint standing committee on streets and drains
be and hereby are authorized to purchase of the Union
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Snow-Plow and Wagon Co., the two snow plows of theirs,
now in the ])ossession of the city, and the sum of one
hundred dollars is hereby appropriated for the payment of
the same, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated.
Passed April 1, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the purchase of firehose.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That His Honor the Mayor, together with the joint
standing committee on fire department be authorized to
purchase one thousand feet of hose for the use of the fire
department, and that paxnnent for the same be made from
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Passed April 1, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the pay of members
of the school board and board of education.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
That each member of the school board and board of
education, of the city of Keene, be paid at the rate of
twenty dollars per annum, for the year ending March 1,
1897, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, and the cit\' clerk is authorized to certif\^
the same to the auditor.
Passed April 1, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to city hall.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
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That the joint standing committee on city hall be
authorized to grant to John Sedgwick Post G. A. R., the
free use of the city hall for Memorial services on the thirty-
first day of May, 1897.
Passed April 15, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to placing two cannons
in the Central Park.
Resolved b^^ the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the joint standing committee on streets and drains
be and hereby are authorized to place two cannons wdthin
the enclosure surrounding the soldiers monument in Cen-
tral Park, on the petition of John Sedgwick Post G. A. R.
Passed Mav 6, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to a discount on taxes.
Resolved bj^ the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
That the tax collector be authorized and instructed to
allow a discount of two per centum on all taxes assessed
the present year which shall be paid on or before July 15,
1897.
Passed May 20, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the purchase of a horse.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follow^s
:
That the joint standing committee on streets and drains
be and herebj^ are authorized to purchase the bay horse
now in use hj the city, and the sum of sixty-five dollars
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is hereby appropriated to pay for said horse out of any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Passed May 20, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to street watering.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the joint standing committee upon streets be and
hereby is authorized and instructed to cause to be watered,
during the current ^-ear, such public streets and places as
they, in their discretion, may deem judicious.
That the superintendent of streets be and hereby is in-
structed to furnish the said committee with two pairs of
the city's horses, and drivers therefor, for the purposes
aforesaid ; but such horses shall always be at the abso-
lute disposal of the proper authorities whenever required
for the use of the fire department.
That the board of mayor and aldermen be and hereby
is authorized and instructed to assess upon each estate
abutting upon the streets and places so watered in 1896
with the addition of Dunbar street and Winter street from
Middle to School streets, the sum of two dollars and Mtj
cents, to cover the cost of such watering, and to certify
the amount of such assessments upon each estate so
assessed to the collector of taxes, who shall include the
same in the next tax bill issued for the annual tax on each
of such estates, unless the same shall have been previously
paid.
That such assessments shall be paid to the collector of
taxes, and shall be due and payable on June first next.
That the streets so designated, and no others, shall be
watered during the present year; provided, however, that
said committee may cause to be watered other streets, or
parts of streets, in their discretion, whenever two-thirds
or more of the abutters upon any given street, or part of
a street, shall so request in writing.
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That in case the street watering service be extended as
aforesaid, the committee aforesaid shall at once report the
same to the board of mayor and aldermen, who shall pro-
ceed to assess the estates of all the abutters upon such
streets, and parts of streets, as hereinbefore provided, and
certify the same to the collector of taxes, who shall collect
the same in accordance with the provisions of this resolu-
tion hereinbefore contained.
Passed Mav 21, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to a surface drain on
Franklin and Spring streets.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars be and
hereby is appropriated out of any mone3^ in the treasure-
not otherwise appropriated for the laying of a surface
drain on Franklin and Spring streets, and the superin-
tendent of streets is hereby authorized to approve the bills
for the same.
Passed June 3, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to a division of school
mone3^
Resolved b}^ the city councils of the cit^- of Keene, as
follows
:
That the money by law assessed in the city of Keene
for the support of schools the present year of $16,645.00,
the literary fund of $964.60, the unexpended balance of
the dog licenses of $642.90, and the balance of interest of
the Hibbard fund of $35.40, making a total of $18,287.90,
be divided between the school districts as follows, viz
:
$75.00 be assigned to each of the twenty-two schools in
union district, amounting to $1,650.00, and the same
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amount to each of the eleven schools in the city district
ainotintino- to $825.00, and the balance of $15,812.90 be
apportioned pro rata among the 1,293 scholars in union
district and the 156 in the city district, making the whole
amount apportioned to union district, $15,760.49, and to
the city district, $2,527.4-1.
Passed June 3, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to adjournment.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That when these bodies adjourn, it be to meet on
Thursday, September second, 1897, at 7.30 o'clock p. m.,
unless otherwise ordered by the mayor.
Passed June 17, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to exemption of land and
buildings to be occupied by the Trinity Cycle Manu-
facturing Co.
Resolved b\^ the cit\^ councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
That, whereas, Charles A. Jones proposes to erect a
three-story brick building on his property on Church street
for the occupation of the Trinity Cycle Manufacturing Co.
Resolved, that such proportion of said land and build-
ings as are used and occupied by the said Trinity Cycle
Manufacturing Co., in the prosecution of its business be
and hereby is exempted from taxation for such time as
they are used and occupied by said company' for such pur-
poses not to exceed ten years from July 1, 1897.
Passed June 19, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to accepting the bequest
of Nathan G. Woodburv.
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Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That, whereas, Nathan G. Woodbury, deceased, by his
last will and testament bequeathed to the city of Keene
in trust, for the care of his lot in Greenlawn cemetery, in
which he is now buried, the sum of three hundred dollars,
therefore.
Resolved, that the city of Keene, by its councils hereby
accepts of said bequest, and the ma^^or is authorized to
receipt for the saine and deposit it with the city treasurer,
v^ho shall hold the same until such time as the committee
on finance see fit to invest it.
Passed Oct. 7, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to changes in the high-
way on Washington street.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the sum of two hundred fifty dollars be and here-
by is appropriated out of any money not otherwise appro-
priated, to defray the expenses incurred by the straighten-
ing, grading, and building of sidew^alk on the northerly
portion of Washington street.
Passed October 21, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the purchase of a pair
of swing harnesses and hangers for the steamer.
Resolved b^' the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows :
That the joint standing committee on the fire depart-
ment, together with the chief engineer be and hereby are
authorized to purchase a pair of swing harnesses and
hangers therefor for the steamer such as in their judgment
is best suited for the service, and that a sura not exceed-
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ing one hundred and fifty dollars be and hereby is appro-
priated out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated to pay for the same.
Passed October 21, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the pay of firemen
and others for work at a brush fire.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the sum of thirty and twenty-five one-hundreths
dollars be and hereby is appropriated out of any mone^-
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay fire-
men and others for services at the brush fire near Albert
Pond's, and for the team to carry them there and back,
and the clerk is hereby directed to draw upon the treasury
for the above amount and disburse it, each person receipt-
ing for the amount opposite his name.
Passed November .4, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to additional appropria-
tions.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follo^vs
:
That in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated,
the following sums be and hereby are appropriated out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated for
the following departments, viz:
Ordinary city expenses, $200 00
Highways, ' 500 00
Fire, 600 00
Police, 350 00
School books and supplies, 559 73
Bridges, 700 00
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Land damages, $165 32
Interest, 342 55
$3,417 60
Passed November 18, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to exemption from taxa-
tion.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows :
That, whereas, John W. Howard proposes to purchase
land, erect buildings and engage in the manufacture of
wooden toys and work of that nature in said Keene, now^,
therefore, resolved, that such lands, buildings, machinery,
and the capital used by said Howard in carrying on said
business and in operating said establishment be and here-
by are exempt from taxation for such time as the same
are used for such purpose, not exceeding ten years from
January 1, 1898.
Passed November 18, 1897.
A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to acceptmg a gift of
land from George A. Wheelock, Esq.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That the conveyance of a tract of land adjoining the
Children's Woods and Beech Hill Reservoir, and adjacent
to the extension of Woodland Cemetery made by deed of
George A. Wheelock, Esq., dated Nov. 23, 1897, be
accepted upon the terms and conditions named therein.
And be it further resolved.
That the city councils hereby acknowledge their appre-
ciation of the generosity of the donor in making this addi-
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tional bequest of land to the city, thus preserving the
woods and providing another place of public resort so
near the center of the city.
Passed December 2, 1897.
A JOINT REvSOLUTION relating to accepting the bequest
of Frederick A. Searle.
Resolved by the city councils of the city of Keene, as
follows
:
That, whereas, Frederick A. Searle, late of Keene,
deceased, by his last will and testament bequeathed to the
city of Keene, for the care of his lot in the cemetery, one
hundred dollars, therefore,
Resolved, that the city of Keene, by its councils hereby
accepts of said bequest, and the mayor is hereby author-
ized to receipt for the same and deposit it with the treas-
urer, who shall hold the same until such time as the com-
mittee on finance see fit to invest it.
Passed December 2, 1897.
Annual Reports.

REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER,
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils
:
I herewith submit my report as city treasurer for the
term from December 1, 1896, to January 11, 1897.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand, $20,615 25
Asa Smith, taxes, 1890, 107 73
A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1894, 144 72
A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1896, 12,000 00
A. M. Nims, collector, water, 6,100 00
J. P. Wellman, Foster cemetery fund, 100 00
J. P. Wellman, licenses, 40 00
J. P. Wellman, rents, 182 50
J*.
P. Wellman, sand, 100 00
J. P. Wellman, care of boys, 1 50
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, insurance tax, 551 25
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, railroad tax, 5,840 39
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, savings
bank tax, 9,426 07
S.A.Carter, state treasurer, literary fund, 964 60
$56,174 01
PAYMENTS.
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REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils:
I herewith present my report as city treasurer for the
term from January 11, 1897, to December 1, 1897.
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J. P. Wellman, rent reservoir, $175 00
J. F. Emmons, city hall rents, 846 00
L. W. Holmes, police court fines, 2,594 00
E. H. Fletcher, town of Westmoreland, 11 00
E. H. Fletcher, aid to dependent soldiers, 265 78
E. H. Fletcher, support county paupers, 4,067 62
E. H. Fletcher, aid Catherine Reardon, 15 00
E. H. Fletcher, care Irving Hopkins, 18 00
L. K. Stiles, rent pasture, 50 00
L. K. Stiles, work, etc., 5 65
L. K. Stiles, gravel sold, 6 28
L. K. Stiles, Washington street, 250 00
P. F. Babbidge, water works, 585 57
P. F. Babbidge, sewer department, 247 68
A. L. Wright, interest on account Dec. 1,
to Jan. 11, 19 01
Keene Five Cents Savings Bank loan, 16,000 00
A. F. Gardner, peddler's license, 8 00
R. H. Porter, interest, Hibbard fund, 55 00
R. H. Porter, interest, C. S. Faulkner
fund, 130 00
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
ministerial fund, 1,202 87
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
Packard fund, 90 00
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
Fletcher fund, 86 85
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank.
Fireman's relief fund, 31 79
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
Simmons and Eastburn fund, 67 30
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
Coolidge fund, 266 01
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
L. J. Colony fund, 51 77
R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
sinking fund, 2,430 42
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R. H. Porter, dividend, savings bank,
sinking fund,
C. C. Buffum, police court fines,
A. H. Grimes, sale of liquors,
N. G. Woodbury estate, trust fund,




REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.
The joint standing committee on finance respectfully lay
before the city councils the following statement of all re-
ceipts and expenditures from December 1, 1896, to Decem-
ber 1, 1897, together with a schedule of property, real and
personal, belonging to the city, and the value thereof, and
the amount of the city debt.
EXPENDITURES.
ORDINARY CITY EXPENSES.




Paid G. W. McDuffee, salary, mayor,
F. A. Perry, salary, mayor,
J. P. Wellman, salary, clerk,
John T. Abbott, salary, solicitor,
J. F. Emmons, salary, messenger,
Charles H. Hersey, salary, auditor,
L. W. Holmes, salary, police justice,
Arthur L. Wright, salary, treasurer,
R. H. Porter, salary, treasurer,
H. O. Wardwell, salary, clerk of
council, 50 00
$1,213
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Paid A. M. Nims, salary, collector, $400 00
A. H. Grimes, salary, liquor agent, 100 00
Daniel A. Brown, salary, assessor, 140 00
Daniel R. Cole, salary, assessor, 140 00
Frank H. Whitcomb, salar\^, asses-
sor, 140 00
Don H. Woodward, salary, board
of health and clerk, 65 00
Herbert K. Faulkner, salary, board
of health, 40 00
George W. Flagg, salary, board of
health, 40 00
H. W. Nims, salar^^ assistant as-
sessor, 49 00
C. A. Mason, salary, superintend-
ent cemeteries,
Henry W. Nims, salary, super-
visor,
John P. Flanagan, salary, supervisor,
Loren W. Adams, salary, supervisor, 25 00
Joseph F. Emmons, salary, super-
visor, 25 00
Patrick J. O'Connor, salary, super-
visor, 13 75
Luther P. Alden, salary, supervisor, 15 00
Frank H. Whitcomb, extra pay as
clerk of assessors, 30 00
S. H. Brigham, deputy collector, liq-
uor license, 25 00
James S. Taft, salary, moderator, 2 00
Warren B. Fitch, salary, moderator, 2 00
William P. Carleton, salary, modera-
tor, 2 00
Fred E. Howe, salary, moderator, 2 00
Fred A. Barker, salary, moderator, 2 00
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PaidWm. H. Philbrick, fees,
George Cole, fees,
John T. Abbott, complaints and
warrants.
Sentinel Printing Co., printing,
Henry Giffin, coal,
George Cole, witness fees,
H. F. Buckminster, witness fees,
W. A. Perry, witness fees,
Wyman Lawrence, witness fees,
A. O. Davis, witness fees,
George Robertson, witness fees,
James Coffey, witness fees,
Ellen Coffey, witness fees,
J. Ed. Woods, witness fees,
Arthur Ross, witness fees,
M. Corey, witness fees,
Sawj'cr & Mason, insurance,
G. H. Aldrich & Son, insurance,
C. B. Perry, insurance,
H. W. Hubbard, repairs at hall,
Harry M. Wilder, use of teams,
H. T. Houghton, hack service,
E. P. Pender, hack service, board
of health,
F. L. Wood, hack service, board
of health,
J. A. Bunting, hack service, board
of health,
G. Frank Ball, insurance,
Samuel Wadsworth, surveying and
plans,
C. M. White, lumber and work,
George O. Wardwell, work,
B. F. Sawyer, lumber and work,
George A. Gordon, floor in hall,
Chas. E. Keith, painting,
216
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Paid A. L. Harkness, painting,
Victor E. Hudson, signs,
A. B. Skinner, goods,
A. H. Grimes, goods,
Chas. H. Bridgnian, goods,
Aldrich & Button, goods,
S. A. Morse, ward room,
Eagle Hotel, ward room,
Cheshire County, use grand jury
room,
H. Thompson, brooms.
Auburn Brush & Map Co., brushes,
Germain H. Richards, work,
Charles Reid, care ward room,
G. Wardwell & Co., paper,
Keene Water Works, water for
stores, etc..
City Ice Co., ice,
W. H. Spalter, blank books, etc.,
G. H. Tilden & Co., blank books,
etc.,
J. P. Wellman, reporting vital sta-
tistics, copying taxes,
Frank Stowe, counsel for Johnson,
Davis & Wright Co., radiator and
repairs,
Nims, Whitney & Co., setting glass,
etc.,
F. A. Barker, stamped envelopes,
E. H. Fletcher, dumping place,
Keene Furniture Co., table,
R. F. Connell, repairs,
P. F. Babbidge, Supt., changing
pipes,
Ministers, for reporting marriages.
Physicians, for reporting births and
deaths,
$204
46 CITY OF KEENE.
Paid W. H. Hill, stage work,
G. Fred Little, stage work,
W. J. Wheelock, stage work,
William Van Ness, stage work,
Charles E. Foster, stage work,
Knowlton & Stone, goods,
Spencer Hardware Co., goods.
Darling & Co., goods,
J. F. Emmons, for cleaning,
Geo. H. Craig, painting fire station,
C. E. Wood, repairing buildings,
S. D. Bill, cleaning,
Henry K. Barnes, extinguishers for
hall,
A. L. Bartholomew, repairing lock,
Dennison & Sons, treasurer's book,
Mary L. Wight, cleaning,
Keene Directory Co., directories,
A. A. Clough & Co., frames,
Pearson Bros., changing .pipes, etc.,
E. E. Wilber, damage to horse,
Charles C. Buffum, copying,
Impervious Package Co., goods,
Bullard & Shedd, goods,
Balance to new account, $463 25
$34
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Paid Catherine Reardon, support of self, $16 00
Mrs. J. O. Amadon, support of self, 75 00
Hollis Taft, support of self, 96 00
Mrs. Ella King, support of self, 45 21
Jennie Hadley, support of self, 27 21
Bridget Kennedy, support of self, 19 71
William I. Wood, support of self, 39 44
William Sweeney, (paid back), sup-
port of self, 4 00
Frank M. Dinsmoor, salary, city
physician, 100 00
E. H. Fletcher, salary and office
rent, 275 00
W. W. Evleth, care of Mrs. Love-
joy, 46 70
Ruth Craig, care of Miss Paige, 34 58
Horace R. Knight, care of daugh-
ter, 165 17
New Hampshire As\dum for Insane,
care of Hemphill, Pierce, Aiken,
and Houghton,
Cheshire County, wood and care of
Doyle, Kennedy, Estj^ and Hemp-
hill,
S. E. Wyman, care of Fisher boy,
C. A. Mason, care of Sprague fam-
State Industrial School, care of
Mackey,
C. I. Hale, care of Houghton,
Elliot City Hospital, care of Hough-
ton, Hadley and Perry,
Marx^ J. Southwell, care of Hadley,
Eugene F. Hemphill, care of son,
Mrs. M. C. Langle}^, care of Ida
Pierce,
Albert Hubbard, rent, Cowdrey,
354
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Paid Fred A. Ellis, rent, Priest,
F. O. Nims, rent, Amadon,
Humphrey Machine Co., rent of
land,
Hannah M. Butler, rent, Merrifield,
J. A. Drummer estate, rent, Chas.
Britton,
G. W. Porter, rent, Carroll,
F. W. Burr & Co., provisions,
C. W. Wyman, provisions,
Nims Bros. & Co., provisions,
W. C. Bigelow, milk, Cowdrey,
Dennis Callahan, milk, Donovan,
Chas. Beauregard, drawing wood,
C. H. Bridgman, groceries,
M. V. B. Clark, groceries,
F. E. Keyes & Co., groceries,
Nichols & Ward well, groceries,
G. E. Holbrook & Co., groceries.
Boston Branch Grocery, groceries,
A. B. Skinner, goods,
Bullard & Shedd, goods,
W. H. Spalter, goods,
G. C. Hill, M.D., examination Perry
and Cowdrey, 13 00
W. R. Dunham, M. D., examination
Hemphill, 5 00
F. M. Dinsmoor, M.D., examination
Perry, 7 00
J. B. Hyland, M. D., examination
Perry and Banyea, 11 50
J. P. Wellman, taking affidavits, 17 50
G. C. Hill, taking affidavits, 2 00
C. S. Fisher, coffin, 10 00
W. F. Harris, goods, 1 25
Boston Branch Shoe Store, goods, 1 25
Henry Giffin, coal, 5 75
$9
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Paid Chas. N. Ordwaj^ coal,
N. G. Woodbury, wood,
E. H. Fletcher, cash paid.
City hotel, board of transients,
James Hayes, expenses Catharine
Reardon,
George Cole, taking Banyea to
Asylum,
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Paid Mrs. M. C. Langley, care of Ida
Pierce, $26 15
Mrs. Peter Bouvier, care of Mrs.
Devalaire, 64 92
Ira W. Russell, care of Patty Ballou, 17 42
Elliot City Hospital, care of Sliarke}^
Woods, Pike, Cox, Gero, Duncan
and Nash,
Julia Hatch, care of Kimball boy,
Amanda L. Grout, care of Soule
children,
Abbie D. Shelley, care of Mrs. Whit-
comb,
Mrs. C. F. Gould, care of Kimball
boy,
Lucy Cheney, care of Montplaiser
children,
Susan R. Vigneau, care of Ballou,
Mrs. H. O. Spaulding, care of Miss
Keep, 58 50
Mrs. M. J. Turner, care of Mrs.
Fisher,
Mrs. John Jolly, care of Mrs. Keats,
Mrs. Louise Monty, care of Mrs.
Keats,
Invalids' Home, care of Edith Nims,
Mrs. H. H. Bridge, care of Coleman
child,
Annie Larkin, care of Mrs. Keats,
Mrs. William Mark, care of Larkin
child, 14 00
Samuel E. Wyman, care of Fisher
boy,
Ruth Craig, care of Miss Paige,
State Industrial School, care of
Johnson,
Bullard & Shedd, goods.
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Paid Knowlton & Stone, goods,
F. H. Wright & Co.,
W. F. Harris, goods,
Boston Branch Shoe Store, goods,
F. W. Burr & Co., provisions,
Rogers & Whitney, provisions,
F. A. Harrington, provisions,
Charles Warren, provisions,
Nims Bros. & Co., provisions,
C. W. Wyman, provisions,
Charles M. Cummings, goods,
W. C. Bigelow, milk, Keats,
Dennis Callahan, milk, Donovan,
Rosetta Jolly, milk, Wight,
S. K. Stone, milk, Lanagan, Larkin
and Wight,
L. W. Safford, rent, Geo. Baker,
Fred Leach, milk, Liscord,
Mrs. C. D. Pierce, rent, Crow^n,
Cheshire Provident Institution, rent,
Donovan,
Mrs. Julia Coburn, rent, Whitcomb,
Mrs. James Larvin, rent, Mahar,
F. L. Pitcher, rent, Keats,
J. S. Taft & Co., rent, Coffey,
Dean Knight, rent, Perry,
George H. Nims, rent, Parkhurst,
Charles Giffin, rent. Smith,
Mrs. Joseph Joll3^, rent, Wight,
Charles Putney, rent, LaPorte and
Bennett,
J. C. Beirne, rent, Monty,
Mrs. A. E. Johnson, rent, Poole and
Dauno, 26 00
F. O. Nims, rent, Clasby, Erickson
and Amidon, 168 00
George W. Porter, rent, Carroll, 13 00
$0
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Paid Humphrey Machine Co., rent, Mur-
ra.v, ' $18 75
Bertram Ellis, rent, Carne\', 96 00
Harriet Nims, rent, Poole, 70 00
W. H. Jones, Agt., rent, Sullivan, 6 50
Harriet Case, rent, Shackley, 16 80
J. D. Donahue, rent Corey, 14 00
Mary A. Ball, rent, Perry, 6 00
Wm. P. Chamberlain, rent, Griffith, 57 50
James Leach, rent, Liscord, 4 00
Margaret Barron, rent, Doody, 1 50
N. G. Woodbury, wood, 34 00
A. J. LaRock, hack service, 1 50
E. A. Wiggett, carrjang watchers, 1 50
Goodnow & Whitcomb, coffin for
Smith, 10 60
C. A. Mason, sexton services, Clem-
ent,
Wm. F. Vose, moving Mrs. Mont3%
Charles S. Fisher, coffin, Lanagan
child,
A. B. Skinner, goods,
George G. Davis, rent, Mahar,
P. H. McCushing, groceries,
Chas. H. Bridgman, groceries,
M. V. B. Clark, groceries,
F. E. Keyes & Co., groceries,
Nichols & Ward well, groceries,
Geo. E. Holbrook & Co., groceries,
Boston Branch Grocery, groceries,
A. H. Grimes, groceries,
Henrj^ Giffin, coal,
L. W. Hammond, coal,
Chas. N. Ordway, coal,
Chas. Beauregard, drawing wood,




Paid Eagle Hotel, board, Elger,
Woodbury & Howard, coffins,
Hardj & Co., goods,
W. P. Chamberlain & Co., goods,
L. E. Mason, goods,
E. G. Randall, moving goods, Vois
erd,
Chas. A. Seward, cutting wood,
O. J. Bord^nn, cutting wood,
William LaPorte, cutting wood,
David Merritield, cutting wood,
L. M. Morse, cutting wood,
Isaac Champaigne, cutting wood.
Dr.
To highway department, drawing 49
cords wood, at 65 cents, 31 85
$1
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Paid E. A. Nims, work,
Chas. H. Wright, work,
Sidney C. Ellis, work,
Charles G. Grain, w^ork,
W. F. Gates, work,
Daniel E. Hathorn, work,
George D. Gillis, work,
W. R. Scripture, work,
James A. Garvin, work,
D. B. Stearns, work,
John O'Donnell, work,
H. L. Fisher, work,
Thomas Grimes, Avork,
Rufus S. Graves, w^ork,
Harry Reed, work,
Michael Mackey, v^ork,
O. D. Bridge, work,
George S. Bigelow, work,
A. J. Williams, work,
Calvin W. Farwell, work,
Alex. Warden, work, 1 65
Thomas T. Russell, work, 28 00
M. E. Buckminster, work, 1 80
Fred H. Locke, work, 24 45
Harry W. Cheever, work, 5 25
Thayer C. Stearns, work, 14 25
Charles Scripture, work, 10 20
Patrick Hickey, work, 6 00
George S. Wyman, work, 3 00
Irvin Curtis, work, 44 00
John R. Russell, work, 7 50
Amos Blanchard, work, 10 35
F. E. Whitehouse, work, 8 25
Frank Russell, work, 10 05
Miles Davis, work, 6 55
E. V. Aldrich, work, 14 27
C. W. Gage, work, 3 00
$87
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Paid Chas. E. Keyes, work,
E. L. Willard, work,
O. F. Tinker, work,
Charles Giffin, work,
Charles W. Hayward, work,
Frank W. Nims, work,
N. J. Thomas, work,
Asa Fairbanks, work,
George Kingsbury, work,
Herbert A. Davis, work,
William A. Wilder, work,
Keene Furniture Co., lumber,
Wm. A. Connor, painting railing,
W. W. Stone, plowing walks,
S. C. Murdough, plowing walks,
C. P. Pitcher, plowing walks,
Clark A. Knapp, plowing walks,
E. H. Fletcher, plowing walks,
Samuel Wadsworth, surveying and
plans,
J. P. Wellman, express paid,
D. R. & F. A. Cole, grain and hay.
Fames & Tow^ne, grain and hay,
Charles W. W3^man, hay,
Charles G. Crain, hay,
E. H. Fletcher, hay,
Haskel C. Towne, hay,
L. W. Safford, hay,
Cheshire Provident Institution, sand,
George K. Wright, sand,
Henry Hale, sand,
Frank O. Wright, sand,
Mrs. E. A. Crown, sand,
A. E. Snow, sand,
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F. D. Griswold, sand,
T. A. Hastings, plank,
Wilcox Bros., plank,
George H. Leach, plank,
George F. Gee, boat plank,
Beaver Mills, plank,
Samuel W. Dart, plank,
J. F. & F. H. Whitcomb, posts,
A. A. Morse, railing poles,
C. M. White, repairing railing,
Concord Foundry Co., grate,
A. H. Grimes, oils, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R. Co., freight,
Geo. D. Goodrich, drain pipes,
James F. Morse, stone,
Milan F. Jones, stone,
John Grout, stone,
Phineas E. Gay, stone,
Wm. A. Barrett, stone,
Geo. L. Underwood, stone,
Chas. H. Fairfield, stone,
H. J. Fowler, stone,
S. C. Murdough, stone,
Henry Woodbury, stone,
George F. Page, stone,
Lyman N. Stone, stone,
F. L. Wood, stone,
H. W. Nims, stone,
Keene Water Works, changing pipes,
G. W. Ball's Sons, brick,
Chas. Millar & Son, iron pipes,
N. E. Telephone & Telegraph Co.,
use of instrument, 75
$14
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Paid Troy Granite Co., use of derrick,
H. W. Hubbard, repairing tools,
F. H. Wright & Co., goods,
C. M. Cummings, goods,
Lewis Ellis, parts of plow,
F. E. Keyes & Co., goods,
Warren B. Fitch, wood,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,
A. B. Denison, cart body and repairs.
Dr. C. P. Bugbee, care horses and
medicine.
Dr. John G. Lesure, horse medicine,
E. P. Sebastian, horse medicine,
H. T. Houghton, trucking,
Wni. K. Church, shoeing and repairs.
Young Jones, shoeing and repairs,
John Carpenter, repairing harnesses,
Wilkinson & McGregor, blankets,
etc.,
Humphrey Machine Co., grates,
U. S. Paving and Concrete Co., con-
crete,
Chas. H. Bridgman, goods,
Bullard & Sliedd, goods,
F. H. Baldwin, goods,
Reuben Ray, repairs,
A. H. Rice, repairs,
R. C. Jones, repairs,
M. C. Bemis, repairs,
J. Hadlock, parts of scraper,
Spencer Hardware Co., goods,
Knowlton & Stone, goods,
Frank A. Jones, breaking roads,
V. E. Hudson, signs, etc.,
Massachusetts Broken Stone Co.,
stone,








Account overdrawn last year.
Paid J. P. Wellman, salary, chief engi
neer,
John Q. Jones, salary, assistant en
gineer,
Oscar H. Fay, salary, assistant en-
gineer,
F. M. Davis, salary, assistant engi-
neer,
J. Frank Emmons, salary, superin-
tendent fire alarm,
Keene Gas Light Co., gas,
P. F. Babbidge, use of horse,
Henry Giffin, coal,
H. W. Hubbard, repairs,
F. E. Keyes & Co., goods,
George L. Rice, work on fire alarm,
John Coffey, work on fire alarm.
Electric Gas Lighting Co., fire alarm
supplies,
J. R. Beal & Co., uniforms and re-
pairs,
L. E. Mason, uniforms, caps, etc.,
C. M. White, repairs and lumber,
Geo. O. Wardwell, work,
A. B. Skinner, goods,
C. H. Bridgman, goods,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,
Fitchburg R. R. Co., freight,
$4,000
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Paid M. C. Bemis, repairs,
S. A. Morse, work,
J. P. Wellman, express paid,
H. T. Houghton, trucking ladders,
J. W. Buckminster, teams,
H. K. Barnes, goods,
James F. Morse, use of teams,
C. E. Keith, rent of cellar.
Sentinel Printing Co., printing,
John Carpenter, repairs,
Wilkinson & McGregor, repairs,
A. H. Rice, repairs,
Aldrich & Button, goods,
George G. Saw3'er & Co., goods,
Spencer Hardware Co., goods,
Reuben Ray, repairs,
Davis & Wright Co., hose, washer,
etc.,
R. C. Jones, repairing brake,
E. J. Inman, printing,
J. D. Colony & Son, printing,
Geo. M. Stevens, box and bell,
Geo. M. Rossman, repairs,
E. P. Simonds, fireman,
H. L. McClure, fireman,
W. H. Spalter, blank books, etc.,
J. A. Bunting, hack service,
E. H. Stone, cleaning house,
Knowlton & Stone, goods,
Keene Furniture Co., lumber,
Beaver Mills, lumber,
F. F. Stearns, salary, engineer
steamer, GO 00




T. A. Smith, salary, assistant engi-
neer steamer, 25 00
$1
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Paid G. D. Robertson, salar\\ assistant
engineer steamer, $25 00
J. P. Morse, salar^^ fireman steamer, 10 00
H.N. Aldrich, salary, fireman steam-
er, 8 34
B. E. Haines, salary, fireman steam-
er, 1 66
J. P. Wellman, weekly highway pay-
roll, 676 00
J. P. Wellman, water works and
sewers pay-roll, 22 51
J. P. Wellman, Washington Hook
and Ladder Co. pay-roll, 268 75
J. P. Wellman, Deluge Hose Co. pa^'-
roll, 292 50




To keeping one pair horses 52 weeks, at
$5.00, $260 00
Use of horses 13 calls to fires, at
$12.00, 156 00
Use of three pairs horses inspection
day, at $3.50, 10 50
Packing and unpacking hydrants, 8 50
$435 00
Balance carried to new account, $114 29
POLICE DEPARTMENT.
Balance from last year, $221 29
Appropriation, 2,800 00
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Additional appropriation,
Police duty, etc.,
Paid W. H. Philbrick, salary, marshal,
George Cole, salary, marshal,
George Cole, police duty,
H. F. Buckminster, police duty,
W. A. Perry, police duty,
Wyman Lawrence, police duty,
A. O. Davis, police duty,






















Keene Gas Light Co., gas,
Darling & Co., printing,
L. E. Mason, numbers,
A. H. Grimes, goods,
$350
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Paid A. H. LaRock, hack service,
H. T. Houghton, hack service,
A. G. Grimes, hack service,
J. A. Bunting, hack service,
F. L. Wood, hack service,
E. P. Pender, hack service.
New England Telephone & Tele-
graph Co., use of instrument,
Chas. Truax, Greene & Co., litter,
Harry Wilder, use of teams,
J. W. Buckminster, use of teams,
W. N. Chase, use of teams,
W. H. Philbrick, use of teams,
E. P. Buzzell, use of teams,
Keene Directory Co., directory,
A. W. Mitchell, goods,
John P. Lovell Arms Co., goods,
Knowlton & Stone, goods,
Ervin J. Davis, meals.
Sentinel Printing Co., printing,
F. E. Keyes & Co., goods,
Charles H. Bridgman, goods,
Davis & Wright Co., goods,
W. F. Chester, goods,
V. E. Hudson, signs,
Aldrich & Dutton, goods,
Geo. M. Rossman, piping, etc.,
J. P. Wellman, express paid.
Balance to new account, $147 55
$29
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Cr.
By stock on extensions, $469 62
Stock on meters, 346 64
Cash for labor, 585 57
$1,401 83
•Cost of maintenance, $2,196 41
WATER WORKS EXTENSION.
Bills paid, $83 53
Work done by highwaj^ department, 17 50
$101 03
MC KINLEY STREET EXTENSION.
Balance from last year, $136 40
Paid H. M. Nims, "labor, 13 35
Balance to new account, $123 05
SEWER MAINTENANCE.
Bills paid, $1,125 63
To work done by highway department, . 3 50
$1,129 13
NEW SEWERS.




Bills paid, $218 00
Work clone by highway department, 7 00
$225 00
Balance to new account, $362 57
STREET LIGHTS.
GAS AND GASOLINE.
Balance from last year, $431 47
Appropriation, 2,000 00
$2,431 47
Paid Keene Gas Light Co., gas Hghts, $1,347 00
Globe Gas Light Co., gasoline lights, 932 45
Fitchburg R. R. Co., freight, 56
Davis & Wright Co., repairing lan-
terns, 3 50
A. H. Rice, lantern holder, 1 50
S. D. Bill, moving post, 60
$2,285 61
Balance to new account, $145 86
ELECTRIC.
Balance from last year, $684 42
Appropriation, 4,600 00
$5,284 42
Paid Keene Gas Light Co., arc lights, 4,575 00
Balance to new account, $709 42
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COUNTY TAX.
Balance due on 1896 tax, $4,697 13
County tax, 13,611 75
$18,308 88
Paid J. E. Wright, treasurer, balance, $4,697 13
Paid J. E. Wright, treasurer, 3,611 75
$8,308 88
Balance due county, $10,000 00
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT.
Amount due district on j^ear 1896, $18,572 97
Amount due district on year 1897
:
Amount as per joint resolution, $15,760 49
Amount as per tax, 8,489 39
$42,822 85
Paid Fred W. Chase, treasurer, bal-
ance, 1896, $18,572 97
Paid Charles C. Buffum, treasurer, 10,875 00
$29,447 97
Balance due district, $13,374 88
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT.
Amount due district on year 1896, $2,229 79
Amount due district on year 1897
Amount as per joint resolution, 2,527 41
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Amount as per tax, $100 00
$4,857 20
Paid C. W. Farwell, treasurer, $2,227 79
Balance due district, $2,629 41
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Balance from last j^ear,
Appropriation,
Sale of catalogues, etc.,
Paid A. B. Skinner, books,
W. B. Clarke & Co., books,
W. H. Spalter, books and binding,
Henry P. Rolfe, books,
Keene Directory Co., books,
P. F. Collier, books,
M. M. Dolmadjian, books,
Mrs. M. R. Osborne, books,
Brentanos, books,
Boston Bookbinding Co., binding,
Mar^^ F. Sheldon, preparing cata-
logue,
Darling & Co., printing catalogue,
Balance to new account, $150 34
$176
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Paid Mary F. Sheldon, salary, $400 00
Florence G. Russell, salar}' and ex-
tra work,
Keene Gas Light Co., gas,
G. M. Rossman, fixtures, etc.,
C. M. White, book cases, etc.,
C. E. Keith, painting,
Albert L. Harkness, painting,
Albert E. Fish, screens.
Sentinel Printing Co., printing,
W. P. Chamberlain & Co., goods,
Woodbury' & Howard, goods,
W. H. Spalter, supplies,
Mary F. Sheldon, paid for cleaning.
Library Bureau, cards,
William Van Ness, moving books,
C. B. Perry, insurance.
Sawyer & Mason, insurance,
G. F. Ball, insurance,
Balance to new account, $26 33
73
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SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES.
Balance from last year.
Appropriation,
Additional appropriation,
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Paid C. H. Bridgman, groceries. $7 00
M. V. B. Clark, groceries, 7 00
F. E. Keyes & Co., groceries, 7 00
Nichols & Wardwell, groceries, 3 90
W. J. Wheeler, rent, Ed. Baker, 78 00
Israel Sadoques, rent, John Jolly, 6 00
Henry Giffin, coal, 23 75
C. N." Ordway, coal, 3 00
C. S. Fisher, coffin for Clement, 12 00
Chas. G. Crain, care of Clement, 57 00
$327 65
PARKS.
Balance from last year,
Appropriation
,
Paid George A. Wheelock, salary,
Ellis Bros., plants, etc.,
Patrick Donahue, work,
H. T. Houghton, trucking,
George A. Wheelock, bills paid,
Hiram H. Tenney, work,
H. J. Russell, work,
W. H. Elliot, team and man,
Keene Water Works, pipe and lay-
ing,
Knowlton & Stone, goods.
Rural Improvement Society, clean
ing park,




Balance from last year, $4,347 50
Appropriation, 8,395 00
$12,742 50
Paid Arthur L. Wright, treasurer, $4,347 50
Paid R. H. Porter, treasurer, 4,347 50
$8,695 00
Balance to new account, $4,047 50
PAYMENT OF BONDS— Railroad Gratuity.
Appropriation, $15,000 00
Paid R. H. Porter, treasurer, . $15,000 00
PAYMENT OF NOTE.
Received of Geo. E. Holbrook on note, $5,000 00
Paid Geo. E. Holbrook, $5,000 00
NUMBERING HOUSES.
Account overdrawn last year,
Paid Samuel Wadsworth, surve^nng, etc.,
Union Mfg. Co., numbers,
J. P. Wellman, express paid.
Numbers sold.
Account overdrawn, $28 63
$9 45
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COOLIDGE ANNUITY.
Balance from last year,
Appropriation,
Paid Mrs. H. O. Coolidge,






BOARD OF EDUCATION AND SCHOOL BOARD.
Appropriation,




























Paid Henry K. Barnes, hose,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., freight,
John Carpenter, straps,
A. H. Rice, re])airs,








Paid Knowlton & Stone, goods,
Reuben Ray, repairs.
Bill, highway department, 193 days, team,
at $3.50,
Total cost, $725 75
$0
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Paid Humphrey Machine Co., iron,
U. S. Concrete and Paving Co., con-
crete,
P. F. Babbidge, superintendent, con-
nections,
Davis & Wright Co., work.
Balance,
Work done by highway department.




Appropriation, - $342 55
Paid Geo. E. Holbrook, $250 00




Paid J. P. Wellman, pay-roll, $30 25
PURCHASE OF SWING HARNESSES FOR STEAMER.
Appropriation, $150 00
Paid J. P. Wellman, express on hames, 55
Balance to new accoinit, $149 45
BORROWED MONEY.
Received of Keene Five Cents Savings
Bank, $6,000 00
Received of Keene Five Cents Savings
Bank, 10,000 00
$16,000 00
Paid Keene Five Cents Savings Bank, $6,000 00
Paid Keene Five Cents Savings Bank, 10,000 00
$16,000 00
DAMAGE DONE BY DOGS.
Dog licenses collected, $670 25
Paid Chas. Ellis, sheep killed, $12 00
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Chas. W. Wyman, sheep killed,
Daniel R. Cole, examination flock,
Daniel A. Brown, examination flock,
Henry W. Nims, examination flock,
Silas Hardy, sheep killed,
24
ANNUAL REPORT. 77
Received on Packard fund, 1896 and 1897, $90 00
Received on Woodbury fund, 300 00
$3,790 29
Paid R. H. Porter, treasurer, $3,790 29
The per cent, which has been received on the above has
been deposited in the several banks as follows, and a cer-
tificate of deposit taken therefor.
Simmons and Eastburn fund, Cheshire Na-
tional Bank, $1,492 47
Ministerial fund, Ashuelot National Bank, 1,202 87
Firemen's relief fund, Keene National Bank, 239 28
L. T- Colony fund. Citizens National Bank, 378 82
Fletcher fund. Citizens National Bank, 86 85
Packard fund, Citizens National Bank, 90 00
Woodbury fund, Keene National Bank, 300 00
BRIDGES.
WEST, ISLAND AND APPLETON STREET BRIDGES.
Appropriation, $700 00
Paid William S. Connor, painting, $40 00
CM. White, work on West street, 153 30
T. A. Hastings, lumber, 10 00
$205 30
Balance, $494 70




Bills paid by highway department,
freight bills, 20 58
Bills paid by highway- department, 3
days' work, team, 10 50
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Bills paid b}' highway department, labor, $50 00
$201 08




Received from R. T. Kingsbur3%
Received from R. T. Kingsbury,
Received from R. T. Kingsbury,
Paid J. P. Wellnian, pay-rolls.
Balance,
Dr.
To tile taken from higliwa}^ department, 4 34




Appropriation, ^- $65 00
Paid W. H. Britton & Co., $65 00
MEMORIAL EXERCISES.
Appropriation, $175 00
Paid B. T. Olcott, treasurer, $175 00
HISTORY OF KEENE.
Amount paid last year, $514 60
Paid S. G. Griffin, historian, 362 61
$877 21
HIBBARD LEGACY.
Interest received, $55 00
Paid C. A. Mason, superintendent, 17 20
Balance for schools, $37 80
FAULKNER LEGACY.
Interest received, $130 00
Paid C. A. Mason, superintendent, $130 00
ELLIOT CITY HOSPITAL.
Appropriation, $1,500 00
Paid W. R. Porter, treasurer, 1,000 00
Balance to new account, $500 00
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RECAPITULATION,
RECEIPTS.
Balance in treasury, $20,615 25
Asa Smith, collector, taxes, 1890, 107 73
A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1894, 144 72
• A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1895, 360 00
A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1896, 20,500 00
A. M. Nims, collector, taxes, 1897, 71,800 00
A. M. Nims, collector, water, 19,626 08
A. M. Nims, collector, street sprinkling, 900 00
J. P. Wellman, rents, 1,196 90
J. P. Wellman, sand sold, 115 00
J. P. Wellman, Foster cemetery fund, 100 00
J. P. Wellman, dog licenses, 670 25
J. P. Wellman, police, 6 15
J. P. Wellman, error on voucher, 2 00
J. P. Wellman, billiard licenses, 60 00
J. P. Wellman, street and show licenses, 180 00
J. P. Wellman, witness fees, 77
J. P. Wellman, care of runaway boys, 1 50
J. P. Wellman, rebate on freight, 47 19
J. P. Wellman, public library fines, 100 00
J. P. Wellman, cycle path subscription, 275 00
J. P. Wellman, aid furnished William
Sweeney, 4 00
J. P. Wellman, numbers sold, 3 75
J. P. Wellman, replacing bridge, 115 25
J. P. Wellman, use of derrick, 10 00
J. P. Wellman, rent of reservoir, 175 00
J. F. Emmons, rent city hall, 846 00
L. W. Holmes, police court fines, 2,594 00
C. C. Bufifum, police court fines, 6 00
E. H. Fletcher, town of Westmoreland, 29 00
50
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S. A. Carter, state treasurer, insurance
tax, 1896, $551 25
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, railroad
tax, 1896, 5,840 39
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, savings
bank tax, 1896, 9,426 07
S. A. Carter, state treasurer, literary fund, 964 60
$184,140 16
EXPENDITURES.
Orders outstanding Dec. 1, 1896, $525 30
Ordinary city charges, 7,949 90
City paupers, 2,901 36
County paupers, 3,945 71
Highway department, 12,549 30
P^ire department, 3,696 32
Police department, 3,231 39
Water works maintenance, 3,590 44
Water works extensions, 83 53
McKinley street extension, 13 35
Sewer maintenance, 1,125 63
New sewers, 218 00
Gas and gasoline street lights, 2,285 61
Electric street lights, 4,575 00
County tax, 8,308 88
Union school district, 29,447 97
City school district, 2,227 79
Public library, 626 04
Public librar}^ expense, 715 84
Macadam, 173 30
School books and supplies, 2,062 98
City aid furnished dependent soldiers or
their families. 178 00
County aid furnished dependent soldiers
or their families, 327 65
Parks, 372 02
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Interest on bonds, $8,695 00
Payment of railroad gratuity bonds, 15,000 00
Payment of note, ' 5,000 00
Numbering houses, 22 93
Coolidge annuity, 800 00
Board of education and school board, 240 00
Sprinkling, 50 25
Franklin and Spring streets drain, 103 35
Bridges (from 1896), 45 00
IngersoU fountain, 139 97
Purchase of harnesses (from 1896), 288 50
Land damage, 165 32
Interest, 342 55
Brush fires, 30 25
Swing harnesses for steamer, 55
Borrowed monej-, 16,000 00
Damage done by dogs, 74 00
Tow^n of Westmoreland pauper, 29 00
Trust funds, 3,790 29
Bridges, 205 30
Cycle path, 244 26
Changes on Washington street, 250 00
Snow plows, 100 00
Hose, 539 00
Horse, 65 00
Memorial exercises, 175 00
History of Keene, 362 61
Hibbard legacy, 17 20
Faulkner legac}^ 130 00
Elliot City Hospital, 1,000 00
State tax^ 1896, 16,645 00
Coupons, 3,490 50
Water bond, 100 00
Balance in treasur}^, 19,058 82
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INDEBTEDNESS.










WATER BONDvS, LOAN OF 1887.
Due. Rate of Interest. Amottnt Dtie.
1910, January 1, 31/2 per cent. $7,000
1911, " " 10,000
1912, " " 10,000
1913, " " 10,000
$37,000
WATER BONDS, LOAN OF 1891.
Due.
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ASSETS, DEC. J, J 897.
Due from collector of taxes, 1895, $127 70
Due from collector of taxes, 1896, 2,496 96
Due from collector of taxes, 1897, 23,841 43
Due from street sprinkling assessments, 487 95
Water loan sinking fund deposited in
Cheshire Provident Institution, 26,610 08
Water loan sinking fund deposited in
Keene Five Cents Savings Bank, 16,202 77*
Water loan sinking fund deposited in
Keene Guaranty Savings Bank, 7,690 65t
Balance in hands of treasurer, 19,058 82
$96,516 36
*15 per cent, withdrawn 1896 to pay
water bonds, $2,430 42
*15 per cent, withdrawn 1897, with
treasurer, 2,430 42
t35 per cent. withdra\vn 1896 to pa3^
water bonds, 2,691 72
t5 per cent, withdrawn 1897 to pay





IN CARE OF CITY TREASURER.
HIBBARD LEGACY, $1,000.
Invested in two $500 5% per cent. Iowa Ivoan and
Trust Company debentures. Income used in taking care
of Salma Hale lot in cemetery, balance for schools.
CHAS. S. FAULKNER LEGACY, $2,500.
Invested in one $1,000 Keene water bond, two $500
Keene water bonds, one $500 cit^^ of Pueblo w^ater bond.
Income used in improving and ornamenting Woodland
cemeterv.
SIMMONS AND EASTBURN FUND, $1,300.
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Given by
David Simmons and Susan Eastburn. Interest for the
relief and comfort of aged and infirm poor of Keene.
Addition given by Julius N. Morse, $1,000 in 1896.
Fund when bank was enjoined, $1,345 94
Withdrawn in 1895, $45 94
Withdrawn in 1896, 425 17
Withdrawn in 1897, 67 30
Total, 40 per cent., $538 41
See page 76.
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MINISTERIAL FUND, $4,155.
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank. Derived
from sale of wood on "ministerial lot." Interest divided
annually among the clergjanen of Keene.
Fund when bank was enjoined, $4,217 33
Withdrawn in 1895, $62 33
Withdrawn in 1897, $1,202 87
Total, 30 per cent., $1,265 20
See page 76.
RUSSELL FUND, $300.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
used in taking care of Lucinda Russell lot in cemetery,
balance for improving and ornamenting Woodland ceme-
tery.
FIREMEN'S RELIEF FUND, $620.69.
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Interest
to be used under direction of officers of fire department for
relief of firemen injured in discharge of duty.
Fund when bank was enjoined, $635 69
Withdrawn in 1895, $15 00
Withdrawn in 1896, 207 49
Withdrawn in 1897, 31 79
Total, 40 per cent., $254 28
See page 76.
GATES FUND, $100.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used in taking care of the "Rufus Gates lot," and
balance in improving Woodland cemetery.
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COOLIDGE FUND, $5,320.17.
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Principal
to be used toward building or furnishing a public library
building.
In hands of treasurer, $1,862.06.
In hands of treasurer, $266.01.
Fund ^when bank was enjoined, $5,320 17
Withdrawn in 1896, $1,862 06
Withdrawn in 1897, 266 01
Total, 40 per cent., $2,128 07
WHITNEY FUND, $100.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used annually in improving lot No. 266 in Green-
lawn cemetery.
NIMS FUND, $100.
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Interest
to be used in taking care of the "Dauphin W. Nims lot,"
and balance in improving Greenlawn cemeter3\
L. J. COLONY LEGACY, $1,000.
Invested in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Interest to
be used annually in taking care of the lots of Lewis J.
Colony and Joshua D. Colony, in Woodland cemetery, and
balance for the general improvement of said cemetery.
Fund when bank was enjoined, $1,035 30
Withdrawn in 1894, $35 30
Withdrawn in 1896, 327 05
Withdrawn in 1897, 51 77
Total, 40 per cent., $414 12
See page 76.
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SYMONDS FUND.
168 shares Cheshire Tanning Co., stock, par value $100
per share, and other securities. To be used in building a
public library building.
BALL FUND, $200.
Deposited in Keene Guaranty Savings Bank. Interest
to be used in taking care of the "Geo. W. Ball lot," in
Woodland cemeterA-, and the "John Grimes and Mary
Grimes Stearns lot," in West Keene cemetery, and balance
in improving Woodland and West Keene cemeteries.
JONES FUND, $100.
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank. Interest
to be used in taking care of the "Ashley Jones lot," in
Woodland cemetery, and the balance for such repairs and
improvements as the city councils may direct.
TOWNS FUND, $100.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used, so far as needed, for the care of the "John
Towns lot," in Woodland cemetery, and balance for repairs
and improvements of said cemetery.
KEYES FUND, $100.
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank. Interest
to be used, so much as is needed, for the care of the "Zeb-
adiah Keyes lot," in Washington street cemetery, and the
"Harvey A. Bill lot," in Woodland cemetery, and balance
for repairs and improvements in said cemeteries.
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INGERSOLL LEGACIES.
PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND, $1,000.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used annually for the purchase of books for the
public library.
ladies' park fund, $1,000.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used annually for the care of the Ladies' park.
CEMETERY FUND, $500.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to, be used annually in the care of the " Ingersoll burial
lots," in the old cemetery on Washington street.
FLETCHER FUND, $300.
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank. Interest
to be used, as far as needed, for the care and adorning of
the ''Fletcher lot," in Greenlawn cemetery, and balance for
the improvement of said cemeter\\
Total when bank was enjoined, $304 50
Withdrawn in 1895, $4 50
Withdrawn in 1897, 86 85
Total, 30 per cent., $91 35
See page 76.
BOWKER FUND, $300.
Deposited in Cheshire Provident Institution. Interest
to be used in taking care of the " Bowker lot," in Wood-
land cemeterv and the monument erected on the said lot.
PACKARD FUND, $300.
Deposited in Keene Five Cents Savings Bank. Interest
to be used in care of the "Packard lot," in Woodland
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cemetery, and " Vose lot," in Washington street cemetery,
and purchase of flowers for the same, and the balance, if
any, maj^ be paid to the G. A. R. for the decoration of
soldiers' graves, or expended as the city may direct.
30 per cent, withdrawn 1897, $90 00
See page 77.
FOSTER FUND, $100.
Deposited with city treasurer. Interest to be used in
taking care of the lot in Woodland cemetery in which she
and her husband are buried.
WOODBURY FUND, $300.
Deposited in the Keene National Bank. Interest to be
used in taking care of his cemetery lot in Greenlawn ceme-
tery.
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE CITY.
City water works, $200,000 00
City hall building, 35,500 00
Fire department, 13,000 00
Land and buildings, Vernon street, 10,000 00
Perry place, Washington street, 15,500 00
City pasture, 2,000 00
Stone crushing works and land, 2,000 00
Water works, stock and tools, 3,000 00
Highway tools, horses and steam roller, 3,500 00
Liquors in hands of agent, 205 52
Sprinklers, 700 00
$285,405 52
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J 897.
Valuation of the city, $6,266,894 00
Tax assessed for the year, $96,434 73
Rate of taxation, $1.35 per $100.
Additional in union school district, $0,145 per $100.
Additional in city school district, $0,025 per $100.
TOLLS, VALUATION AND TAXES ASSESSED
FROM 1874 TO 1897 INCLUSIVE.
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ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1898.
To the city councils of the city of Keene:
The finance committee present the following estimates
of the amount of monej^ necessar^^ to be raised the ensu-
ing j^ear, and respectfully recommend that $40,000 of the
amount be raised by taxation, and the remainder be paid
from an^^ balance in the treasury
:
Ordinary city charges, $7,000 00
City paupers, 3,000 00
Dependent soldiers, 100 00
Repairing high^va^^s and bridges, 10,000 00
Macadam and repairs of macadam, 500 00
Fire department, 4,000 00
Police, 3,000 00
Electric lights, 4,600 00
Gas, gasoline and incandescent lights, 2,300 00
Public lilDrary, 500 00
Support of public library, 700 00
Memorial services, 175 00
Interest on railroad gratuity bonds, 4,000 00
Interest on sewerage bonds, 2,800 00
Interest on water bonds, loan of 1887, 1,295 00
Interest on water bonds, loan of 1891, 1,800 00




Public parks, 200 00
H. O. Coolidge annuity, 800 00
School books and supplies, 1,500 00
Elliot city hospital, • 1,250 00
$64,920 00
To meet the $35,000 in bonds becoming due January
1st, 1899, we recommend that the dividends from the
sinking funds now in the treasury amounting to about
$2,800, and others which may be paid during the year,
together with enough from the treasury to make $10,000,
be paid at the time the bonds are due ; and that the bal-
ance, $25,000, be paid b\' money borrowed on time or
demand notes.
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We certify that we have examined the accounts of city





Joint Standing Committee on Finance.
Keene, December 15, 1897.
Water Works and Sewers.
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS,
N. G. GURNSEY, Chairman.
G. W. FISHER, Clerk.
C. M. NORWOOD.




Residence, 409 Main St. Telephone call, 12-3.
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT.
JOHN A. DENISON.
Residence, 39 Union St. Telephone call, 115-4.
Water Works and Sewers.
TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
WATER WORKS DEPARTMENT, AND THE
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE SEWER DEPARTMENT,
BY THE
WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS.
To the City Councils:
We herewith transmit the twenty-eighth annual report
of the superintendent of the Keene water works, together
with the fourteenth annual report of the superintendent of
sewers.
The financial account for the j^ear is as follows
:
Assessments and arrearages as given to
the collector, $24,599 24
Amount collected, $19,636 04
Amount of discounts, 3,517 44
Amount abated, 351 34
Amount unpaid, 1,094 42
$24,599 24
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The earnings for the year are as follows
:
Assessments Nos. 55 and 56, $18,756 06
Meters, 4,556 50
Sale of ice and stock, 760 57
$24,073 13
Less advance discounts, $3,517 44
Abatements, - 351 34
$3,868 78
$20,204 35
Gross earnings, $20,204 35
Maintenance, 2,196 41
Net earnings, $18,007 94
The construction account has not been increased to a
great extent during the past year, and indications are, that
the demands on this account will not be excessive in the
near future. We therefore respectfully ask j^our considera-
tion of further appropriations to continue the -work of
relaying the Sylvan lake main.
The superintendent has in the past found difficulty in
connecting the relaid portions of this line with the old
pipe, on account of its dilapidated condition, having in
some cases been obliged to put in a few more lengths of
iron pipe than intended, in order to find a place in the
cement pipe suitable for making the connection.
This illustrates the vmserviceable condition of this main.
As iron pipe can now be purchased at the low^est price
ever known, and it is a well understood fact that work of
this nature can be done to much better advantage after
due preparation, w^e advise a liberal appropriation this
year, having in view^ the completion of the work in the
near future. We may in this way avoid being compelled
to do the work at great disadvantage when unprepared.
The superintendent's report includes other suggestions.
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which are omitted here as they are within the jurisdiction
of this board.
With the exceptions noted the works are in excellent





Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners
:
Gentlemen.— I herewith submit the t\vent\^-eighth
annual report of the water department, and the fourteenth




Reported Dec. 1, 1896, 1,582
Additions to Dec. 1, 1897, 31
Whole number Dec. 1, 1897, 1,613
ASSESSMENTS.
No. fifty-five, $8,849 41
No. fifty-six, 9,906 65
Meters, 4,556 50
$23,312 56
Uncollected, Dec. 1, 1896. 1,286 68
Total amount given to collector, $24,599 24
Cash received on account of water works, $585 57
Deposited with city treasurer, $585 57
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MAINTENANCE.
Paid N. G. Gurnsey, salary as commis-
sioner, $25 00
G.W. Fisher, salary as commissioner, 5 00
C. M. Norwood, salary as commis-
sioner, 25 00
Paul F. Babbidge, salarj^ as super-
intendent.
Pay-roll, labor,
H. W. Hubbard, repairs, tools,
A. B. Denison, filing saws, etc.,
E. R. Angell, analysis, water,
H. Houghton, trucking,
G. H. Tilden, supplies.
Sentinel Printing Co., printing,
Humphrey Machine Co., castings,
Barrett & Alden, brick meters,
Aldrich & Button, supplies,
A. G. Grimes, trucking,
R. Ray, repairs, tools,
U. S. Concrete Co., concrete.
Sawyer & Mason, directory.
Town of Nelson, taxes,
Town of Roxbury, taxes,
W. H. Spalter, supplies,
J. A. Denison, teams,
W. G. Hall Est., supplies,
Fitchburg R. R. Co., freight,
Ludlow Valve Co., hydrants, gates,
etc..
Builders Iron Foundry, castings,
E. M. Dartt, stop and waste cocks,
A. A. Clough & Co., frames for plans,
Knowlton & Stone, supplies.
Crane Co., pipe, etc.,
A. E. Fish, screens,
E. J. Inman, printing.
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Paid G. M. Rossman, supplies,
Walworth Mfg. Co., pipes, etc.,
Spencer & Co., supplies,
Chadwick Lead Works, lead.
National Meter Co., meters,
Union Meter Co., meters,
J. D. Colony & Son, printing,
Thompson Meter Co., meters,
Nason Mfg. Co., pipe, express, boxes,
etc.,
J. H. Cunningham, pipe.
Highway department, team, work,
Cr.
By stock on extensions,
Stock on meters.
Cash for labor, etc..
$1 25
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WASHINGTON ST.
Paid from stock, pipe, gate, lead, labor, $45 16
LEVERETT ST.
Paid from stock, pipe, gate, lead, etc., $36 63
Pay-roll, labor, 7 00
$43 63
Highway department teams, 17 50
$584 00
Cost of extensions, 1897, $584 00
Cost of extensions to Dec. 1, 1896, 226,787 52
Total cost of extensions, Dec. 1, 1897, $227,371 52
Total cost of reconstruction, Dec. 1, 1897, 81,258 70
Total cost of works, Dec. 1, 1897, $308,630 22
PIPE LAID IN 1897.




Washington , 36 1
Leverett, 30 1





1 437 392 146 35 9
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METER ACCOUNT.
Paid from stock, meters, labor, etc., $346 64
Cost of meters, 1897, $346 64
Reported cost of meters to Dec. 1, 1896, 4,174 94
Total cost of meters to Dec. 1, 1897, $4,521 58
METERS ON HAND DECEMBER 1, 1897.
1 4-inch; 1 3-inch; 6 2-inch; 6 li/2-inch ; 5 1-inch; 10
%-inch; 6 %-inch. Total, 35.



















































NO. AND LOCATION OF FIRE HYDRANTS.
NO.
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No. AND Location of Fire Hydrants,— Continued.
NO.
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No. AND Location of Fire Hydrants.— Continued.
NO.
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No. AND Location of Fire Hydrants.— Continued.
NO.
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No. AND Location of Fire Hydrants.— Continued.
NO.
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STOCK ON HAND DECEMBER 1, 1897.
10 feet of IG-inch cast iron pipe.
36 feet of 14-iuch cast iron pipe.
324 feet of 12-inch cast iron pipe.
48 feet of 10-inch cast iron pipe.
100 feet of 8-inch cast iron pipe.
660 feet of 6-inch cast iron pipe.
996 feet of 4-inch cast iron pipe.
1 12x6 cast iron T.
1 12x4 cast iron T.
1 10x4 cast iron T.
1 8x8 cast iron T. .
4 8x6 cast iron Ts.
1 8x4 cast iron T.
10 6x4 cast iron Ts.
10 6x6 cast iron Ts.
8 6-inch i/4 cast iron bends.
5 4-inch l^ cast iron bends.
1 8-inch to 6-inch cast iron reducer.
1 10-inch to 8-inch cast iron reducer.
4 8-inch cast iron sleeves.
4 6-inch cast iron sleeves.
1 4-inch cast iron sleeves.
48 feet of 8-inch wrought iron pipe.
17 feet of 6-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
29 feet of 4-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
15 feet of 3-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
30 feet of 2i/2-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
71 feet of 11/2-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
120 feet of IVi-inch wrought iron pipe, tarred.
60 feet of li4-inch v^^rought iron pipe, galvanized.
400 feet of 1-inch wrought iron pipe, galvanized.
650 feet of %-inch wrought iron pipe, galvanized.
75 feet of 1-inch wrought iron pipe, lead lined.
95 feet of %-inch wrought iron pipe, lead lined.











2 Ludlow hydrant stems.
1 2-inch stop and waste cock.
1 114-inch check valve.
15 IH-inch stop and waste cocks.
30 1-inch stop and waste cocks.
21 %-inch stop and waste cocks.
10 114. corporation cocks.
85 1-inch corporation cocks.
5 %-inch corporation cocks.
75 extension boxes.
Small pipe fittings.
600 pounds lead pipe.
3 hydrant gates.
200 pounds solder,
100 feet of i4--inch block tin pipe.
ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF RENTALS, ETC.
Semi-annual assessments of rents for use of water are
made on the first days of June and December, except metered
water, ^which is due in March, June, September and Decem-
ber, and are payable to the collector, who will be at his
office at suitable times for that purpose, of which due notice
will from time to time be given ; and all regular patrons
of the works making payment vvdthin forty da^^s from the
date of any such assessment—with the understanding that
no rebate is to be claimed for any temporary discontinuance
of any use for which payment is made—shall be entitled to
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a discount of twenty per cent, from the regular rates ; and
all rates not paid in advance or during the forty days froin
the date of assessment as aforesaid, are to be charged at
full advertised rates, and to be deemed due and payable
at the expiration of six months' use.
[chapter IY, section 18, CITY ORDINANCES.]
The superintendent shall notifj^ all water takers who are
in arrears one assessment that immediate payment is nec-
essary^; and if such payment is not made within thirty da3^s
after such notice is given, the superintendent shall then
iminediateU^ shut off the water from the premises occupied
by such persons until the assessment is paid in full, w^ith
an additional charge of one dollar to cover expenses.
SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL RATES.
For the ordinary and legitimate uses of each family
having the usual kitchen fixtures only, and not including
use for watering gardens or other purposes, as follows
:
For first four persons or less,
For each additional person.
For each additional room supplied with
fixtures, not otherwise rated.
For one bath tub.
For each bath tub exceeding one,
For one w^ater closet.
For each water closet exceeding one,
Boilers for water or steam heating, $1.25 to 10 00
Hose or hj^drant for garden or lawn
sprinkling (for four months), 4 00
And upward according to use required.
Ornamental fountains (limited use), 6 00
Hotels, for each room to twenty-five, 1 00
Each room exceeding twenty-five, 50
Hotel stables, each stall to ten, 1 25
Hotel stables, each stall exceeding ten, 50
$5
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Livery stables, each horse to twenty, $2 50
Each horse exceeding- twenty, 1 25
Private stables, for first two horses, each, 2 50
Each horse exceeding two, 1 25
Water for washing carriages to be included in stable rates.
Oxen or cows, each, 1 25
Special rates for large number.
Restaurants, apothecaries and photographers, $8.00 and
upward.
Stores or shops using moderate quantities of "water, 5 00
Rooms used exclusively as offices, 2 50
Meter rates for manufacturing purposes
:
For the first 1,000 gallons per day, 15
For the second 1,000 gallons per day, 10
For the third 1,000 gallons per day, 05
All over 3,000 gallons per day, O21/2
Drinking fountains and watering places for public use
and hydrants or fixtures for the protection of the property
of any private individuals against fire, provided and main-
tained at private expense by approval of the commissioners,
free.
For all other purposes not enumerated, special rates may
be made by the commissioners. Rates for temporary uses,
or for periods of less than one year, may be charged at an
advance of fifty to one hundred per cent, on the schedule
of annual rates, according to the season and nature of the
use.
The minimum rate for garden hose or law^n sprinkler is
based upon the use of a one-fourth inch jet or its equiva-
lent, not exceeding one hour each day for the season of four
months from June to September, and no deduction will be
made for partial discontinuance of use.
The rate for ornamental fountains is based upon the
equivalent of a one-sixteenth inch jet at standard pressure,
averaging not exceeding four hours' daily use during the
months of June to September, inclusive, and subject to such
16
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other restrictions as occasion may require, without deduc-
tion for partial discontinuance of use.
Approved and adopted by the board of water and
sewer commissioners for the city of Keene, April 13, 1889.
The works are in excellent condition, the gates, hy-
drants, etc., have been inspected and put in thorough
repair. One hydrant and twelve gates have been added
to the system the past year.
At Sylvan lake a barbed wire fence of four strands
has been built around the entire lake, making a much
needed improvement, at a cost of $102.18.
The 8-inch main in Harrison street, where it crosses
Beaver Brook was raised and laid just under the planking,
making it possible to repair the pipe at any time.
The most serious break occurred in the Roaring Brook
main at a point where it crosses the Branch ; owing to the
high water, this was difficult and expensive to repair. In
viev^ of the danger of a break in extreme high water, I
would respectfully recommend that a by-pass be laid over
the Branch, which would not be very expensive, and \vould
guard against the city being shut off from the Roaring
Brook supply.
The present consumption is so large that Sylvan lake
will onlj^ give about thirty-five (35) pounds pressure, w^hich
is not enough to reach some of the higher parts of the city.
Six blow-offs or outlets of full size of the mains have
been put in the following streets : Washington street,
above George street ; Leverett street, near School street
;
Winchester street, at the river; West street, at the river;
Water street, at Beaver Brook ; Marlboro' street, at Beaver
Brook; and with those already- in, namely, two on Court
street, one on Roxbury street, and one at foot of Main
street, the necessity of using the hydrants for clearing the
main pipes, will to a great extent be obviated.
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I would respectfully call your attention to the Court
street main, the condition of which, in case of a bad break
in the Roaring Brook main, would be of great importance
to the city, as the city would have to depend entirely on
Sylvan lake for its water supply.
Several streets that are now supplied with water
through 2-inch pipe, should be relaid with larger sizes, as
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SEWER DEPARTMENT.
Connections reported December 1, 1896, 829
Additions reported to December 1, 1897, 54
858
RECEIPTS.
Received for connections and labor, $247 68
Deposited with treasurer, 247 68
MAINTENANCE.
Paid P. F. Babbidge, salarj^ as supt..
Pay roll, labor,
G. M. Rossman, supplies,
Barrett & Alden, brick,
Nims, Whitnej^ & Co., boxes,
C. H. Bridgnian, oil,
W. L. Goodnow, supplies,
C. Millar & Son, pipe,
W. Vose, trucking,
Knowlton & Stone, supplies,
A. E. Fish, screens,
C. M. Cummings, supplies,
H. W. Hubbard, repairing tools,
L. E. Mason, supplies,
R. Ra3% repairing tools,
Keene Furniture Co., lumber,
L. E. Joslin, work.








Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight.
Pay-roll, labor,
BALDWIN STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight,
Pay-roll, labor,
ARMORY STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight.
Pay-roll, labor,
SPRUCE STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight.
Pay-roll, labor,
WASHINGTON STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
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DOUGLASS STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight,
Pay-roll, labor,
CARROLL STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight,
Pay-roll, labor.
EMERALD STREET.
Paid from stock, pipe, etc.,
Fitchburg R. R., freight,
Pay-roll, labor,
Cost of new sewers, 1897,
Reported cost, Dec. 1, 1896,




Mains and Laterals in Use Dec. 1, 1897.
Street.
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To His Honor the Mayor and City Councils:
I herewith submit the following report as superin-
tendent of highway's, in the city of Keene, for the year
ending December 1, 1897.
LIST OF PROPERTY IN MY POSSESSION.
Nine horses, ten harnesses, four carts, one wagon, three
sleds, sixteen blankets, thirteen snow plows, two snow
rollers, two large and one small roller, one steam roller,
three chains, four spread chains, eight halters, one snow
scraper, two screens, eight -whiffletrees, eight fly nets, two
champion road scrapers, three plows, ten picks, eight bog
hoes, one lawn mower, twenty shovels, two striking ham-
mers, three face hammers, four bush hooks, four hoes, five
stone pickers, four hooks, eight iron bars, three saws, four
augers, one level, three bush scythes and snaths, one grind-
stone, three snow shovels, two axes, two rakes, three
drills, two dump barrows, three tampers, one derrick, five
sign posts, six pails, a small lot of tile pipe, bits and brace,
two hundred pounds of spikes, two paving hammers, one
ice scraper, two ladders, six baskets, one hay cutter, eight
surcingles, four vv^hips, four brushes, four curr\^ combs, one
oil can, twelve lanterns, four wrenches, two small ham-
mers, eight drills, shims and wedges, one stone boat, 3000
feet of kimber, tv^o pairs of shafts, one set of fall blocks,
one vise, one tool box, four stone boat planks.
17
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TOOLS AT THE CRUSHER.
Two carts and harnesses, seven iron bars, four picks,
four dump barrows, three hooks, two bush hooks, four
shovels, two forks, two bog hoes, five striking hammers,
seven sledge hammers, eighteen small drills, forty large
drills, one saw, two wrenches, one vise, stone boat, twen-
ty cords pine blocks.
The streets, drains and bridges are in good repair con-
sidering the large amount of Avet and rainy weather ^ve
have had the past season. We have done considerable
work on the foilowning streets : Lower Main street near
trotting park ; also from Winchester street to Dunbar
street ; North Lincoln, from Beaver to George street ; also
side walk on George street. West street has been graveled
from bridge to Pearl street ; also a part of Park avenue.
The Surry road has been covered vv^ith gravel from Surry
line to the Gillis road. There w^as quite a large amount
of work done on Arch street, near the Wilson mill. There
has been cobble stone roads built as follows : On Church
street, from Wells street to Beaver Brook, 1,012 yards
;
Dunbar street, from Main to Crossfield street, 996 yards
Main street, near Baker street, 541 j^ards ; Walpole road,
511 yards ; about 308 yards on Chesterfield road, making






REPORT OF PARK COMMISSIONER.
To His Honor the Mayor mid City Councils:
The appropriation for the present year was two hun-
dred dollars. This amount has been wliolW expended,
together with some balances of former appropriations.
The extra expenditure was owing to the failure of water
in Wheelock Park, and the building of a road through the
Children's Wood parallel with the Reservoir pond.
During the year, the park system has been enlarged by
the donation of eighty-three acres of woodland on Beech
Hill. This tract encircles the north end of the reservoir
and crosses the ridge to North Lincoln street. Standing
on this crossing and looking down on the pond, one is
surprised to learn that the city, on the west side of the
pond, in some places does not own a foot of land be^^ond
the water line,— no chance for a footpath, much less a
road. When some trees were cut and the brush left on the
ice, I could not remove it without trespass.
The recent addition to the parks need not necessarily
increase the amount of appropriation. The numerous
woodroads already completed are enough for the present.
The pine trees are mostly twenty-five years old, and well
trimmed and guarded from fire. A large area of brush
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REPORT OF
CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT.
To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
I herewith present the following report of the fire
department, for the year ending- November 30, 1897.
During the year the department has been called out
fourteen times. Five of these alarms were false, or were
for chimneys burning out.
The losses paid by the insurance companies during the
year, upon buildings and their contents has been $2,720.
Making the total loss small in comparison with that of
some other years.
The apparatus is now^ in good condition. New brakes
have been added to the Hook and Ladder truck, and the
Deluge Hose wagon, and three fire extinguishers and a
pair of spring harnesses have been purchased.
The department consists of sixty-nine men. Four engi-
neers. Steamer and Hose Co., twenty-five men, Washington
Hook and Ladder Co., twenty men, and Deluge Hose Co.,
twenty men.
The uniforms of the men have been repaired, and the
Hook and Ladder Co., furnished with new caps.
The fire alarm service is in good condition, owing to
the excellent care taken of it by Superintendent Emmons.
I would suggest that three new boxes be added during the
coming 3'ear. One to be reserved to replace one that may
at any time need repairs.
One thousand feet of hose has been purchased this last
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year, and I recommend that one thousand more be added
the coming year.
INVENTORY OF PROPERTY.
Steamer Button No. 2, Steamer Amoskeag No. 2, hand
engine at hospital, hand engine at South Keene, Deluge
hose carriage, two jumpers, three hook and ladder trucks,
steamer hose carriage, 4,600 feet of cotton hose, nine fire
extinguishers, six for the department and three at city
hall; fire alarm, engineers' lanterns, six hydrant gates, one
Y coupling, rubber coats, uniforms of Steamer Co., uni-
forms of Washington Hook and Ladder Co., uniforms of
Deluge Hose Co., one Siamese.
FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH.
Location of boxes and instructions to firemen and officers
Box 6, Central telephone office.
Box 8, Main street, corner Railroad street.
Box 9, Central Square, on city hall.
Box 13, Beaver Mills office.
Box 14, Water street, corner Grove street.
Box 15, Water street, corner South Lincoln street.
Box 16, Main street, corner Marlboro' street.
Box 17, Main street, corner Baker street.
Box 23, Roxbury street, corner Beech street.
Box 24, Beaver street, corner Dover street.
Box 32, Elm street, corner High street.
Box 33, Washington street, corner Gilsum street.
Box 35, Court street, corner Prospect.
Box 37, Mechanic street, corner Pleasant street.
Box 42, West street, corner School street.
Box 43, West street, corner Ashuelot street.
Box 46, Court street, corner School street.
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Box 52, Emerald street, corner Ralston street.
Box 53, Winchester street, corner Island street.
Box 72, West Keene.
12, Military call.
SIGNALS.
The following signals were adopted by the board of
engineers, December 2, 1887, and are still in force.
1. The superintendent has the right to strike one blow
upon the bells at any time, to test the circuit ; also to
ring in one round from any box, preceded by a single blow,
exactly five minutes after the noon stroke, on Saturdays,
for the purpose of testing the boxes.
2. The signal 22 repeated on the bells is to call the
firemen to their houses for further orders.
3. Two blows struck upon the .bells after a fire alarm
is a signal to "limber up," and recalls all firemen and
apparatus to the engine houses, unless specially detailed
for duty.
4. In case of a serious fire the engineers may cause a
second alarm to be sounded from the nearest box. A
second alarm is given by striking ten blows, followed by
the box nuinber.
5. As box 9, which is located on city hall, is still likely
to be used for a general alarm, and to be pulled for a fire
which is not in or near the square, the engineers will ring
in a second alarm of four full rounds from this box, if
there is a fire of any magnitude near the square.
6. The old alarm on city hall will only be rung be-
tween 9 p. m., and 6 a. m., except in case of serious fire.
7. Arrangements have been made with the Beaver
Mills Co., and alarms of fire will be given on their whistle
same as by the bells.
GENERAL RULES.
Firemen as well as citizens should familiarize themselves
with the following rules for giving alarms of fire.
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1. Never pull a box for a fire seen at a distance.
2. Never pull a box while the alarm bells are ringing,
nor until a box has completed its four rounds. Two boxes
cannot operate together and neither will work if two are
pulled at the same time. Never pull two alarms or two
boxes for the same fire. The engineers will sound second
alarms if necessary.
3. To ring in an alarm, break the glass in the key box
and open the outside door with the key. Pull down the
brass crank, seen inside, till it stops, then let go. Then
let the box alone. The clock will be seen or heard to be
running, and the alarm will follow in half a minute or so.
Close the box and remove the key.
4. Remember that the firemen will come directly to the
box which has been pulled, and be sure that someone
stays at the box to direct them to the fire.
TBLEPHONE ALARMS.
Box 6, which is located in the central telephone office,
is the box which will be pulled to sound all alarms of fire
sent in by telephone. When this box is pulled, firemen
and all others can ascertain the location of the fire from
the telephone office.
Do not send a telephone alarm if there is an alarm box
within reasonable distance. Box alarms are always the
surest and best. Telephones can seldom be used during
thunder showers; the boxes can always be used.
To send in a telephone alarm, call the central office.
Tell the operator slowly, first, the ward, then the street
and house where the fire is situated. The operator will
repeat, "Fire, ward so and so, such street or house."
Answer, "All right," if j^ou are correctly understood. If
the fire is in South Keene or West Keene, give the fact
instead of the ward number. The operator will then leave
the telephone and sound the alarm.
In conclusion, I take this opportunity in behalf of the
board of engineers, to extend our thanks to all members
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of the city government who have in any way rendered
assistance to the department the past year.
I wish to extend mj^ sincere and heartfelt thanks to my
assistant engineers, to all officers and members of the fire
department, for their efficient work, excellent deportment,
unselfish support and devotion to duty as manifested on
all occasions.
1 also desire to thank all citizens who have aided the
department in any w^ay w^hatever, and for all words of
encouragement and praise bestowed on the men, never for-




Keene, Dec. 1, 1897.
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REPORT OF
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE ALARM.
To his Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
I herewith present this report as superintendent of the
fire alarm telegraph, for the year ending December 1, 1897.
The system is in good condition. The boxes are nearly
all reliable. I recommend an overhauling of the older ones
and the later improvements added. The wires throughout
the city are in better condition than ever before since I cared
for it; but there are some sections of wire that should be
replaced with new and larger guage. I recommend one new
spare box. Box 8, corner of Main and Railroad streets, has
been put in the circuit during the year.
Respectfully,
J. F. EMMONS,
Superintendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph.
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REPORT OF
TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen:
The trustees of Keene public librar3% herewith submit
their annual report for the year, ending Dec. 1, 1897.
Dr.
To balance from unexpended appropri-
ation, $176 38
Appropriation, 500 00




By amount paid for books, magazines,
binding, printing and work, extra,
for librarian on cataloguing for
supplement, $626 24
Balance to new account, $150 34
Number of books added to the library from Dec.
1, 1896, to Dec. 1, 1897, 364
Number of books added to the library by purchase, 349
Number of books added to the library by gifts, 15
Number of books discarded, 81
Number of books unaccounted for, 4
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Number of books now in the library, 9,972
Number of cards issued to new readers, 274
Largest number of books delivered in one month,
(March), 3,126
Largest number of books delivered in one day,
(March 6), 283
Whole number issued during the year, 29,547
The unavoidable delay in the settling of sundry bills,
leaves a larger balance than what would otherwise appear
in our report. The remainder of the balance, it has been
thought best by the book committee, to reserve for the
purchase of a much needed new Encyclopaedia at the be-
ginning of the year 1898.
The increased use of reference books by the various
clubs in our city, calls for all that our appropriation will
furnish, and these new facilities for research are taken
advantage of by the more advanced students in our schools.
It is a delightful picture that meets the gaze of the fre-
quenters of our pleasant, quiet, well lighted reading room,
when the tables are surrounded by the young seekers after
the knowledge so necessary in this age of progress to
enable them to keep up to date.
It is earnestly desired by the trustees that the advan-
tages provided by our library, might be enjoyed by a
much larger number in our community. A quiet hour is
assured to every one wishing to read the papers and best
magazines of the day, while the librarians are ready to
render every assistance to those seeking for facts on sub-
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REPORT OF CITY CLERK.
To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
I herewith submit the following report of my receipts
for the year ending November 30, 1897.
Rents of stores, Perry place and land, $1,196 90
Foster cemetery fund.
Licenses—billiard, circus, street, etc.,
Dog licenses.











All of which I have deposited with the city treasurer




Keene, December 14, 1897.
100
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REPORT OF CITY MESSENGER.
To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
I herewith present this report as city messenger from
December 1, 1896, to December 1. 1897.
Received for rent of city hall:
December, 1897, $60 00
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR.
To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
I herewith submit the following report as overseer of
the poor for the year ending December 1, 1897. During




Edward Ballou, $104 30
Mrs. Arbella Robinson, 78 00
Mrs. Mary Southwell, 60 00
Mrs. Esther Whitcomb, 78 20
Mrs. Daniel Coffee, 82 45
W. W. Pratt, 19 71
Larkin child, 15 75
Mrs. George Bennett, 35 80
William Laport, 48 00
John Lahiff, 35 50
Isaac Chanipaigne. 132 95
George Champaigne, 98 96
Mrs. Emily Champany, 40 05
Mrs. Octavia Boyea, 72 80
O. L. Crown, 25 53
Mrs. George Willard, 72 00
Jonas Wight, 94 38
Montplaisir children, 104 30
Tillis Merchant, 11 00
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Colman child, $10 00
Lizzie Pierce, 63 59
John Shackett, 5 33
Page child, 69 72
Mrs. Henrietta Devalaire, 65 22
Mrs. George Clasby, 87 30
Mrs. Louise Monty, 129 95
Miss Ellen Mahar, 83 50
Miss C. B. Hastings, 96 00
Mrs. Annie Erickson, 90 59
Soule children, 130 33
Mrs. Etta Bavlis, 8 40
O. J. Bordwin, 13 50
Mrs. Martha Griffith, 58 80
Mrs. J. O. Amidon, 48 00
Mrs. Mary J. Spofford, 39 21
Mrs. M. C. Lonigan, 46 56
Mrs. F. A. Poole, 89 40
Mrs. Elizabeth Keeps, 58 50
Mrs. Dillon Jacobs, 103 17
Peter Liscord, 7 50
Mrs. Ellen Doody, 3 50
Mrs. Kate Donovan, 60 00
Mrs. Isabel Carney, 207 80
Charles Burns, 50 12
Edwin Keats, 226 85
Fisher boy, 58 03
Ida Pierce, 26 15
Rudolphus Clement, 74 00
Lewis Castor, 2 00
Mrs. V. Perry, 13 75
Mrs. Delia Smith, 50 25
Mrs. Nellie E. Kimball, 22 28
Joseph H. Jolly, 16 46
Mrs. Mary Marcott, 7 13
Henry Parkhurst, 4 95
A. Wisard, 29 35




























AID TO DEPENDENT SOLDIERS
FAMILIES.















































































G. C. Hill, affidavits,
J. P. Wellman, affidavits,
$2,098 40
In the amount expended for city paupers, $801.81 is for





REPORT OF CITY PHYSICIAN.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils:
During the past year I have treated the following cases,
viz: One of bronchitis, one of a burn, one of eczema, one
of fistula, one of tertiary syphilis, one of influenza, one of
pneumonia, three of neurasthenia, two of acute articular
rheumatism, two of alcoholism and three of gastro-enteritis.
Three cases were sent to the insane asylum at Concord,
and one patient died during the year. Although the num-
ber of cases treated during the year is less than for the
preceeding one, the number of visits and actual work done
has been more than it was last 3^ear.
I believe that the city paupers receive all due consider-
ation and respect.
Respectfully submitted,
FRANK M. DINSMOOR, M. D.,
City Phj^sician.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils:
There have been forty-eij^ht matters of complaint
examined by the board of health during the past year, as
against forty-seven like cases examined and cared for in
1896. There are some dwellings on Butler Court, and
also some near Spruce street, where the sewer has been
recently extended that should require further attention in
early spring. All other cases have been disposed of to the
satisfaction of the board.
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.
There have been three cases of diphtheria and one of
scarlet fever during the year. Last year there was no case
of diphtheria and sixteen of scarlet fever. Of these two
diseases in the aggregate for each year, there has been only
one-fourth the number of cases the present year that there
were in the city in 1896. When compared with other
cities in the state, this becomes a remarkable showing for
the sanitary condition of the city.
TYPHOID FEVER.
Although typhoid fever is classed with contagious dis-
eases, yet it is communicated ordinarily from impure drink-
ing water. There cannot be too much care exercised in
the use of water as it is often found upon our hill sides
and in stagnant streams. Old wells, particularly, upon
streets which have become populated, or when located
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near a privy or sink drain or a ditch where water often
stands and becomes stagnant, are dangerous to health and
productive of typhoid. The statistics of this city show
that typhoid occurs more frequently in August and Sep-
tember than any other months of the year, and because in
those months w^ater is usually low and wells are supplied
with water from a larger surrounding surface, and water
in streams more frequently becomes stagnant or impure.
These suggestions cannot be too deeply impressed upon
our people.
There have been ten cases of t\^phoid in the year, one
in January, one in October, and eight cases between
August 18 and September 25. Quite a number of these
cases of contagious diseases were contracted and brought
here from places outside of Keene. There have been two
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REPORT OF
SUPERINTENDENT OF CEMETERIES.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils:
The following is an account of the receipts and expendi-
tures for the 3^ear ending December 1, 1897.
RECEIPTS.
WOODLAND CEMETERY.
Dec. 1, 1896, to balance by cash on hand, $60 90
Rec'd for sale of lots, 45 00
Hibbard legacy, 17 20
C. S. Faulkner legacy, 130 00
For hay and grass, 24 00
For wood, 2 00













Paid C. A. Mason, for labor and team
work,
J. Donahue, for labor,
G. E. Mason, for labor,
A. J. Shackley, for labor,
A. Richardson, for labor,
R. Freeman, for labor,
J. Dow, for labor,
D. Cheney, for labor,
O. H. White, for labor,
F. J. Butterfield, for labor,
J. Jolly, for labor,
W. Cheever, for labor,
E. R. Seaver, for labor,
A. H. Rice, bill,
S. D. Bill, bill,
A. J. vShackley, bill,
G. O. Wardwell, bill,
A. J. Williams, bill,
F. W. Nims, bill,
W. H. Ellis, bill,
J. Desmond, bill,
Webb Granite Co., bill,
E. F. Lane, bill,
Knowlton & Stone, bill,
B. F. Sawyer, bill,
$167
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Paid H. W. Hubbard, bill,
S. Wadsworth, bill,
F. Sharkey, bill,
J. M. Grout, bill,
J. Flynn, bill,
• Beaver Mills Co., bill,
T. Russell, bill,
D. W. Meurs, bill.
Kirk & Sewall, bill,
N. G. Gurnsey, bill,
Ellis Bros., bill, Salma Hale lot.
Labor on Salma Hale lot,
Ellis Bros., bill, Russell lot.
Labor on Russell lot,
Labor on Rufus Gates lot.
Labor on Whitney lot.
Labor on D. W. Nims lot.
Labor on L. J. Colony lot.
Labor on J. D. Colony lot,
C. Gonyou, bill, J. D. Colony, lot,
Labor on Ball and Grimes lot.
Labor on Jones lot,
Labor on Towns lot,
Labor on Keyes and Bill lot.
Labor on Ingersoll lots.
Labor on Fletcher lot,
Labor on Bowker lot,
Labor and loam on Yose and Pack-
ard lots,
Ellis Bros., bill, Packard lot,
GREENLAWN CEMETERY.
I'aid C. A. Mason, for labor and team
work, $46 25
J. Donahue, for labor, 35 75
$7 85
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Paid A. G. Shackley, for labor,
G. E. Mason, for labor,
O. H. White, for labor,
A. Richardson, for labor,
H. W. Parkhurst, for labor,
R. Freeman, for labor,
D. Cheney, for labor,
J. Dow, for labor,
F. Butterfield, for labor,
H. Ellis, bill,
W. Connor, bill,
G. F. Pitcher, bill,
C. Mason, bill,
C. L. Smith, bill,
Knowlton & Stone, bill,
D. W. Meurs, bill,
Kirk & Sewall, bill,
F. W. Smith, bill,
A. W. Green, bill,
R. Ray, bill,




REPORT OF CITY SOLICITOR.
To the City Councils:
I have the honor to submit the folloMring report for the
year ending November 30, 1897.
Norris G. Gurnsey et al. vs. Keene. Appeal from the
award of damages in widening Main street. A verdict has
been rendered for the city, a motion filed for a new hear-
ing, and the case continued to the next April term of court.
Ansil A. Morse vs. Keene. Appeal from the layout of a
highway and from the award of damages. A trial was
had last year which resulted in favor of the city. Plaintiff
then elected a trial by jury, but before trial the case was
settled at the October term of court by the payment of a
small additional sum as damages.
Jarib S. Herrick vs. Keene. Appeal from the layout of a
highway and from the award of damages. A trial was had
last year which resulted in favor of the city. The case was
recommitted on questions of costs and finally disposed of at
the last April term of court.
Jennie E. Fisher vs. Keene. Appeal from the award of
damages in laying out a highway. Petition was filed in
court December 4, 1896, and the case was settled without
trial b}^ the payment of $150 and costs, amounting in all
to $162.32.
The above suit of Norris G. Gurnsey et al. is the only
one now pending against the city.
The Cheshire Tanning Company was incorporated
March 23, 1885, with a capital stock of $100,000.
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Shortly afterwards, the late John Symonds, a shareholder
in said corporation, died, and by his will bequeathed his
stock in the corporation to the city of Keene for ptiblic
purposes, by him specified. January 28, 1886, the capital
stock of the corporation was increased to $150,000, no
part of which was taken by the city. The business of the
corporation was fairly prosperous for about three years
after Mr. Symond's death, after which time it did business
at a loss, and finally ceased operations altogether.
It has been deemed desirable to ascertain, as near as
may be, the financial standing of the company, as the city
owns 168 of the 1,500 shares of the stock. Accordingly,
by direction of His Honor, the Mayor, I employed Mr.
George May of Newton, Mass., an expert book-keeper of
the highest rank in his profession, to make such examina-
tion of the company's books as would enable him to inform
us ^vhat property the corporation now has. Mr. A. M. Bige-
low of Boston, who, with his family, is the owner of the
majority of the stock, and has been the responsible man-
ager of the corporation, placed the books, vouchers and
papers at the disposal of Mr. May, and rendered every
assistance in his power to facilitate the examination.
The report of Mr. May, which is herewith submitted as
a part of my report, is substantially this, that the only
available asset of the corporation is the tannery plant at
West Keene, about one-ninth of which belongs to the city.
There has been some difterence of oj)inion between Mr.
Bigelow and myself as to the salary charges made in 1889,
1890 and 1891, and I think the way is still open for
further discussion. But whatever may be the result of
future negotiations, the fact remains that the legacy of
Mr. Symonds will not yield any considerable sum to the
city. It is a pleasure to know that our loss has not been
caused by unfairness or dishonestj^ on the part of the
majority stockholders, but is the legitimate result of the
depression which has existed in the tanning business for
the last few years. The corporation has voted to sell the
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tanning plant whenever a suitable price can be obtained,
and when this is done a final settlement of all our interest
in the corporation ought to be made.
JOHN T. ABBOTT,
Solicitor.
Boston, Mass., Sept. 29, 1897.
John T. Abbott, Esq.,
Keene, N. H.
Dear Sir:—On Monday, the 13th inst., I went to the office
of Messrs. Henry M. and Walter I. Bigelow, 7 Exchange
Place, Boston, and was at once put in possession of the
books and papers used b\^ the firm A. M. Bigelow & Co.
in conducting the business of, and as purchasing and sell-
ing agents for, the "Cheshire Tanning Co."
These I have carefully examined, and have to report as
follows
:
The business of the Cheshire Tanning Company appears
to have been a partnership prior to April 1, 1885, and to
have been carried on the books of A. M. Bigelow & Co. in
that name until November 1, 1886, when the corporation
books were opened by the firm and the merchandise account
therein received the record of receipts and expenditures
;
being practically the "profit and loss" account.
The corporation was organized March 23, 1885, under
the partnership name, as appears by the stock certificate
book, and certificates of capital stock amounting to
$100,000 were issued the day following, of w^hich John
Symonds appears as the owner of $33,300.
The capital was increased $50,000, February 17, 1886,
and certificates issued therefor. On April 1, 1885, a bill of
sale was executed by "The Cheshire Tanning Co." part-
nership (A. M. Bigelow & Co. and the late John Symonds)
to "The Cheshire Tanning Co." corporation, covering all
its personal property, amounting to $115,608.31, and this
paper is on file.
Inventories of the propertv of the corporation are on
file of dates November 1, 1886"; October 31, 1887; Novem-
ber 1, 1888; October 31, 1889; October 31, 1890 and
October 31, 1891.
Monthly trial balances have been taken from the ledger
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accounts and are on file, beginning with December 1, 1886,
and until Februar}^ 1, 1893, (with the exception of August
1, 1888); also on May 1, 1893, January 1 and November
1, 1894, and March 13, 1897. Many of these I checked up
with the ledger, and found them to agree. The following
are taken from the number:
Dr.
Dec. 1, 1886. Apr. 1, 1887. Apr. 1, 1888. Apr. 1, 1889.
Merchandise, $138,766.11 $149,707.28 $121,491.90 $120,768.39
A.M.Bigelow&Co., 79,403.51 92,211.78 109,151.06 87,067.32
H. M. Bigelow, 4,613.82 4,613.82 4,613.82 4,613.82
W. I. Bigelow, 1,512.98 1,512.98 1,512.98 1,512.98
Plant, 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00
H. M. Bigelow, Tr., 620.74 620.74 620.74
$244,296.42 $268,666.60 $257,390.50 $234,583.25
Cr.
Bills paj^able, 88,758.92 113,376.10 102,700.00 79,900.00
Capital stock, 150,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00
E. J. Bigelow, Tr., 5,168.50 5,168.50 4,568.50 4,561.25
Cash, 122.00 122.00 122.00 122.00
H.M. Bigelow, Tr., 247.00
$244,296.42 $268,666.60 $257,390.50 $234,583.25
Dr.
Apr. 1, 1890. Apr. 1, 1891. Apr. 1, 1892. May 1, 1893.
Merchandise, 128,041.18 136,323.40 107,561.84 97,272.44
A. M. B. & Co., 68,651.53 65,333.05 67,294.61 46,284.01
H. M. B., 4,613.82 4,613.82 4,613.82 4,613.82
W. I. B., 1,512.98 1,512.98 1,512.98 1,512.98
Plant, 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000,00 20,000.00
H. M. B., Tr.
$222,819.51 $227,783.25 $200,983.25 $169,683.25
Cr.
Bills payable, $68,136.26 $73,100.00 $46,300.00 $15,000.00
Capital stock, 150,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00
li. J. B., Tr., 4,561.25 4,561.25 4,561.25 4,561.25
Cash, 122.00 122.00 122.00 122.00





























A. M. B. & Co., 2,479.13
$152,601.13
It appears that the outlay of expense connected with
the tanning, i. e. labor, purchases of bark and local sup-
plies, was cared for at Keene by the manager, to whom
funds were furnished by the selling agents as needed, and
that monthly statements were rendered to them covering
the same.
The business seems to have been practically closed down
in 1888-'89, \vas revived later on, and ceased entirely in
July, 1892, having proved unsatisfactory, owing to the low
prices obtained in marketing the product.
The bill of sale of April, 1885, to the corporation
convevs
:
Hides on hand and in process, valued at.
Leather of all kinds,
Bark,
Horses, hair, accounts receivable and cash.
Aggregate purchases of hides betw^een Oct. 1,
1885, and July, 1892,
Charges for currying (same period).
Funds sent to Keene for labor, bark, etc..
Supplies sent to Keene, Gambler, etc..
Discounts, commissions, interest and expense,
salaries, dividends, etc..
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The books also show the sales of leather,
"sides," amounting to, $1,298,293.20
Sales of calf skins, splits, glue stock, etc., 66,960.64
$1,365,253.84
Which indicates a shrinkage of $123,169.44
The inventorj^ taken October 31, 1891, shows as follows :
Plant, $20,000.00 Bills and accts. payable, $61,383.25
Hides, 54,106.00 Accounts payable, Keene, 333.39
Leather and splits, 10,661.60
Bills receivable and cash, 58,379.72
Sup. and insurance, 4,500.00
Bark, 13,000.00
$160,647.32 $61,716.64
Considering this in connection wnth the trial balance of
March 13, 1897, and the process of liquidation which
Messrs. Bigelow tell me was then going on, it appears
that about 13,000 hides w^ere tanned after April, 1892,
which exhausted the bark on hand November 1, 1891, ex-
cept that which was sold to Messrs. A. J. Foster & Co.
of Milford, N. H., in May, 1893—closed out for $2,500.
The horses, wagons, etc., were sold and the proceeds ap-
plied in paying local bills. The supplies at Grafton and
Keene went into the tanning of the hides, and the accounts
receivable and cash went to extinguish the bills payable.
As to the trial balance taken by me from the ledger
accounts on September 13, 1897, Aiessrs. Bigelow inform
me that there is no merchandise belonging to the corpora-
tion, so that the plant, entered at $20,000, constitutes the
onlj^ tangible asset ; against w^hich appears the capital
stock of $150,000 and an account pavable to Messrs. A.
M. Bigelow 8z Co. of $2,479.13. This shows a loss of
$132,479.13.
Messrs. Bigelow also inform me that since the works at
Keene were closed down, the grass on the place was sold
—the first year for $100, since then at $75 per annum
;
that Mr. Pitcher, the lessee, has expended about $100 for
repairs on the buildings, and now owes some $275 on ac-
count. One building, they state, may be possibly rented,
but that whatever income accrues from the property will
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be accounted for in the final settlement of the affairs of the
corporation.
While the sifting of the accounts of the selling agents
and of the corporation—entering into the manufacture and
disposal of the product—shows a shrinkage in the business
differing from that evidenced in the trial balance of Septem-
ber 13, 1397, the fact seems clear that there has been a
heavy loss.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
GEORGE MAY,
Public Auditor.
Newton Highlands, Mass., Sept. 29, 1897.
Mr. John T. Abbott,
Keene, N. H.
Dear Sir:—The enclosed report on the Cheshire Tanning
Companj^ matter has been unavoidably delayed a few daj^s,
but may reach you, I trust, in season for your needs.
ProbabW a closer scrutiny of all the entries made during
the period covered by the business might disclose that
v^hich would account for the apparent difference in result
as obtained by the two methods of investigation adopted,
but my conclusion was that by either line of reasoning the
fact was made evident that a heavy loss had been sustained.
The changes made in 1886 in handling the accounts, as
explained to you in our conversation, w^ere somewhat con-
fusing, but I failed to discover any discrepancy that would
materially change the result as found. Messrs. Bigelow
expressed a willingness to send for the book-keeper who did
the work, and who, with their aid, might explain why the
accounts were not ruled off and balanced when the changes
v^ere made, but I doubt if any change would be effected in
the result, as the indication was that the "finishing up"
had been simply put off until it was more convenient.
The report being from necessity somewhat lengthy, it
occurred to me it would better serve your purpose if in
typewritten form.
Trusting the work may receive your approval, also m3'
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Newton Highlands, Mass., Oct. 1, 1897.
Mr. John T. Abbott,
Keene, N. H.
Dear Sir.— I intended to put in my report the result
obtained from the " Hidebook " which shows, that inchiding
those covered by the bill of sale, the number of hides
shipped to Keene amounted to 262,164; number of "sides"
of leather sold, 520,720= 260,360; showing- a difference of
1,804; which Messrs. Bigelow tell me would be fairly repre-





REPORT OF CITY MARSHAL.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Alderman:
I respectfully submit the following report of the police
department for the year ending December 1, 1897.




Drunk and disorderly, 4
Larceny, 4
Safe keeping for out-of-town officers, 4
Runaway boj's, 2
Assault, 12
Disturbing religious meeting, 1
Obtaining goods under false pretence, 1
Breaking glass, 1
Arrested for out-of-town officers, 4
Hotel beat, 1
Safe keeping, 1
Deserter from regular Sivmy, 1
Breaking and entering, 1
Insane, 1
Common drunkard, 2
Derailing railroad train, 1
Non-appearance at state camp, 2
Indecent exposure, 3
Highway robbery, 2
Fast riding, bicycle, 2
Malicious mischief, 2
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Number of persons given lodgings, 350
Teams taken care of, 10
Bicycles left out after hours, 63
Lights left burning b^^ mistake, 59
Windows left open, 62
Number of lights reported out of order, 44
Runaway teams stopped by officers, 9
Persons ordered to leave the city, 4
Fires put out by officers without alarm, 2
Places having no lights at night, reported, 26
Defects in highway reported, 8
Fire alarms pulled in at night by officers, 1
Places reported to chief of fire department, 2
Doors found unfastened, 193
Nuisances reported and removed, 9
Lost children returned to parents, 3
Water breaks reported to superintendent in night, 3
Persons ordered to remove snow from sidewalk, 15
Dead body of man found by officers and properly
cared for, 1
Value of goods left out, $198 15
Value of stolen property secured, 190 15
Respectfully,
GEORGE COLE, City Marshal.
(Elected April 19, 1897.)
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REPORT OF JUSTICE OF POLICE COURT.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen:
The justice of the poHce court submits the following
report for the year ending December 1, 1897.
Number of civil cases entered, 38; number of complaints
entered, 443, for the following offences, to wit:
Absence without reasonable excuse from encamp-




Being common drunkard, 1
Being father of bastard, 1
Being fugitive from justice, 1
Being stubborn child, 3
Breaking and entering, 9
Brawl and tumult, 2
Concealing death of bastard, 1
Cruelty to animals, 3
Defrauding inn-keeper, 1
Fast riding on bic^xle, 2
Indecent exposure, 3




Placing obstruction on railroad, 1
Rape, 1
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Receiving stolen goods, 1
Riding bicycle on sidewalk, 1
Robber \% 3
Violating liquor law, 249
These complaints were disposed of as follows
:
Persons sentenced to house of correction, 20
Not prosecuted to judgment, 132
Tried and acquitted, 15
Held to answer to supreme court, 110
Discharged on payment of costs, 14
Who appealed to supreme court, 4
Who paid fines, 142
Committed for non-pa\'ment of fines, 51
Sent to Industrial School, 2
Discharged on account of defective com-
plaint and warrant, 1
Discharged on account of insanity, 1
Cases in which sentence v^^as suspended, 3
Amount of fines paid to justice, $2,594 00
Of fines deposited by justice, 2,594 00
Of fines paid to special justice, 6 00
Of fines deposited by special justice, 6 00
L. W. HOLMES,
Justice.
Keene, December 1, 1897.
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REPORT OF CITY LIQUOR AGENT.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen:
The agent for the sale of liquors, submits the following
report for the year ending December 1, 1897.




2% " Holland gin.
1 " Bourbon whiskey.
4% " Medford rum.
2 " cherry rum.
5 " brand}'.
4% " cider brandy.
2yi
" sherry ^wine.
3 " port wine.
11-12 dozen G. O. Taylor whiskey.
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Ordered of George W. Weeks, state agent
:
December 14, 1896.
10 gallons old bourbon whiskey.
December 15.
1 dozen red seal bourbon.
April 20, 1897.




4% gallons Holland gin.
2 cases lager beer.
November 3.
10 gallons old bourbon whiskey.
1 dozen G. O. Blake whiskey.
4% gallons Medford rum.
2 dozen porter.












Paid bill of liquors,
January 14, 1897.
Paid bill of liquors.
May 19, 1897.
Paid bill of liquors,
June 2, 1897.
Paid bill of liquors,
August 26, 1897.
Paid bill of liquors,
November 30, 1897.
Paid bill of liquors,
November 30, 1897.











TRUSTEES OF SYMONDS FUND.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Councils:
The undersigned, agents for the city of Keene, beg to
submit a statement of the Symonds fund, showing its con-
dition on the 17th day of December, 1897, as follows
:
Real estate, $1,000 00
Notes secured by mortgage, 1,458 35
Savings bank deposit and cash, 16,149 07
Cheshire Tanning Co., stock (168 shares,
par value $16,800), less dividend 10
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REPORT OF CITY COLLECTOR.
To the Honorable Board of Mayor and Aldermen:
I herewith submit the following report:
WATER COLLECTIONS.
Amount collected on 55th assessment, $7,009 80
Amount collected on 56th assessment, 7,459 35
Amount collected on arrears, 733 82
Amount collected on meters, 4,433 07
$19,636 04
Deposited with A. L. Wright, treasurer, $6,100 00
Deposited with R. H. Porter, treasurer, 15,526 04
Over deposit, last report, 10 00
$19,636 04
TAXES, 1897.
Amount called for in warrant, $96,434 73
Collected and deposited with R. H.
Porter, treasurer, $71,600 00





Balance from last report, $22,945 64
Interest collected, 251 32
$23,196 96
Collected and deposited with A. L.
Wright, treasurer, $12,000 00





Balance from last report, $1,732 47
Collected and deposited with R. H. Por-
ter, treasurer, $360 00
Abatements, 1,010 64




Amount of assessment, $1,137 50
Balance from last report, 250 45
$1,387 95
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VITAL STATISTICS.
To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City
Councils:
In compliance with an act of the legislature, passed
June session, 1887, requiring "clerks of towns and cities to
furnish a transcript of the record of births, marriages and
deaths to the municipal officers for publication in the





























f^rOf^N rO^N rOfO*^ ro (^r^ ro«
S'C g
3UJ:iujJ;:?t;:W
C _5 0.-C ^ U JJ c - . .






^ C , J.
^ V a S-
-= ~ - X
MhJMCi<i-)S^.i-1 bxO-.>-l73CC
„, 'u a ^ p- i; 5 -_i:ti..S 5 «; S S g rt












« -c • « m J" o o
J* C C .JT3
>- 3 ^ S •
=« --5
^:i!:J=
D <u S in
. OJ o —
Q • J<c« .J g g
c C IJ bS n~ g g
^c ::; ^S > s. > ^,
Q = • :s . ^ K ,2
- - s haS ^ ^ -S
-A^ M hj a g a o ^.
.fa J*C o
^ ,_; j: -c j3
t:— o.y a,
faCiji—a*
i CO r^ N -^W f^ « ro "- CW « fO
jj^jJJJMh-!h-lJJhJJJp-lJh-lJH)h-;JjH-l'y3jJ^Ji-)Hl
iL, bk'Ai^b^ b (iflitb (l<fa(lH
SISS S-^SIS >? ^§ S I^S SS
;— a t!
Mb
- := .c""3 >.
WK c££ J SKS J
7
's W 'S •- ^ 3 ^ 1
H^S^^.22go ^3
T^ Tj-r/D r>.CO C/3 0\ a* "- - 00 t-*C/D CZ)COC0C/j O-O" i^ f-^C/D O O O « lOVO
Hi-"m JO 3i^a
t S
0\toiOiOO OCOvO »rivO O GO N re o
»< \0 i--<C t^"









5 -?: ,r-3 3i
J_cfl C cc
ii D 5 > u -t: K u •- u K f - 1) i> .ti « C^« 6 w M fa 1^ Z X^UiXZ zZbk>>
•sjua
3-^.i:; g_j= «; o
SE.
;auU^wHi-lM>PHPHUfaU^i-lUi-lUcflCi<S^fay:UHJM
rji ™3 >.£ c . ^
c ex






;;!> • c 3 =" m " •- •
|>>|-§.i^o^ll:
!0 S
.-a 2 in j;*^ &> rj3 j;
^•'
H ^ I—i — "-^ -^
ior^O\'<i-PONVO roc^vOioN > rON rON N rOl^to
HjjHll-ll-ll-llJJlJjHlWjHlJH^HlF-llJl-ll-lHll-ll-lHaiJh-lhJWH-l
dl pE< fa fa |I< fa b (E* b fafa fafa
































l;^CO vO O Th o C^ inO vO On N 00 O t>. N
rO-^O InrOLO-^O l--.aN



















_fcl^fe,OCJ^ b C/2 hJ h J" d Oh J M hJ hKO-PQ Oh S CQ hj S O
OJ C ^ .-S ih
**
fa « << O > fc ? fc -.J ^.U O ^.? O :? O W -^.O «< W Q S
< ^O 1^ N fO ro "^ rovO ' -^N fOlOtO -^N ir^t^r^,\ni-i rOcOC
H]H3h-;h-ijKii-^h-iHic«.-ii-!jH4i-ih-ii-ii-ih-;,-ihjHic«hjHiH-ii-ihji-i^j
fab IXl fa fa fafa fafa fa fafafafa
•^BJiajoaj^a
§ SS^ § S g^ s §ss SS
•<OhW ^ i ^^W<
a; ^ ^
o 6 "
< W«^ OXfa -^ fa


















































































































































































































































































































198 CITY OF KEENE.
I hereby certify that the foregoing transcript of births,
marriages and deaths is correct, according to the best of
my knowledge and behef.
J. P. WELLMAN,
City Clerk.
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